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Cocopah Middle School 
ROCKS! For the last four 
years the state has designated 
CMS as an excelling school. 
Academic achievement, al-
though very important, is not 
the only focus on Cocopah’s 
campus. We truly believe in 
meeting the needs of the whole 
child. In order to accom-
plish this tall feat, every staff 
member is committed to and 
responsible for every student.

We address the middle 
schoolers’ academic, social and 
emotional needs in a variety 
of ways. Academically, Co-
copah’s teaching staff utilizes 
a mentor/coaching model to 
assist both new teachers in 
the teaching profession and 
teachers who are new to CMS. 
Veteran teachers are trained 
by expert curriculum special-
ists who have developed an 

effective district mentoring 
model. Teachers work togeth-
er, dialog and reflect on best 
instructional practices which 
yield powerful teaching and 
learning results.

Research shows that social-
ization in the middle school is 
challenging. Cliques abound 
while bullying and ostracizing 
are common practice among 
this age group. Our WEB 
(Where Everyone Belongs) 
program assists in transition-
ing our elementary students 
to middle school by using 
middle school students as role 
models for our incoming sixth 
graders. Our LCRW (Lead-

ership and Character Build-
ing through the Reading and 
Writing process) class directly 
matches a seventh grade men-
tor to a sixth grade mentee. 
Students in this class utilize 
Covey’s, Seven Habits of Ef-
fective Teens and character 
education to establish a founda-
tion that promotes a positive 
and safe environment. This 
class also partners with Junior 
Achievement and a variety of 
non-profit agencies to address 
service-learning projects such 
as; Adopt-a-Family, canned 
food, clothing and toy drives, 
and the Katrina relief fund.

Cocopah ROCKS… because 
we truly are a Learning Com-
munity that places students as 
our priority and we collabora-
tively work together to create 
a safe, healthy and dynamic 
middle school that balances 
academic rigor with positive 
socialization processes.

Spotlight on Cocopah Middle School

issue 2 volume 1 December 2006

Teaching in the Middle
Adolescents and Learning
By: Sharon Longert 
Large numbers of students 
enter secondary schools unpre-
pared to handle the increased 
demands of the content laden 
coursework.  They need skills 

and strategies to make that 
information intrinsic.  Visit 
the link below for suggested 
strategies:

important 
dates & events
u �

Thanks to all 
who attended 
our Winter 
Social at the 
Yardhouse, 
on December 
19th.  We had a 
wonderful turn 
out!

The next AMLA 
meeting will 
be at Cocopah 
Middle School.   
Details will 
follow soon.
� 

u �� �April 26

AMLA Breakfast
Grayhawk 
County Club
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http://www.teachnet.org/ntol/howto/adjust/

Send teaching tips to:

ahiemstra@susd.org

http://epage.pvusd.k12.az.us/mtmsweb/index.htm
http://www.teachnet.org/ntol/howto/adjust/
mailto:ahiemstra@susd.org
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By: Karen Raufmann (student author)

In the Mars Explorer elective at 
Supai Middle School, students get 
the chance to experience learning and 
researching about Mars.  We have cal-
culated the latitude, longitude, depths, 
and widths of channels on Mars.  

We have made trips to ASU and 
talked with Dr. Phil Christensen and 
have talked to many other scientists.  
Our class has given a PowerPoint 
presentation at Arizona State Univer-
sity to the NASA Mars Exploration 
research staff at the Mars Space Flight 
Facility.

Our class has done a lot of inter-
esting research containing information 
on Mars 

All of us have learned information 
that we will be able to remember for 
the rest of our lives.  

We are grateful to the scientists 
who have helped us in our study, 
which we could not have conducted 
without them.  We are also grateful to 
ASU and Mr. Gardner for allowing 
us into their space and for teaching us 
what we know.  Each of us is much 
more intelligent in the Mars area now.  
We have benefited from this study in 
all sorts of ways.  For example, we 
have learned to work with people that 
we might never have worked with oth-
erwise.   Now, we are looking forward 
to continuing with our study and see-
ing what others do with our data. 
 
Edited by the Mars Explorer Class

Kids Korner

Supai Middle School’s Mars Explorer Class
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Join AMLA at:
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/

~bbecke/amla/index.html
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