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ONLINE ACCESS
More information about the middle and high school 

curriculum, district policies and procedures, and Arizona
 Academic Standards can be obtained by going to 

www.pvschools.net
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Paradise Valley Unified School District

VISION

The vision of the Paradise Valley Unified School District is to become a 

great school district featuring learning communities for all people.  Students 
demonstrate high achievement in a climate where they are challenged 
appropriately by a rigorous curriculum and taught in a quality, student-
centered learning environment.  Academic, social, and emotional growth 
of students is fostered and measured in a variety of ways.  All adults in the 
community contribute to student success through their professionalism, 
continuous learning, and respectful behavior, which is characterized by the 
collaboration of stakeholders.

MISSION

The mission of the Paradise Valley Unified School District is to lead stu-
dents to high achievement and individual excellence through a system of 
professional expertise and positive collaboration.

CORE VALUES

We, the stakeholders of the PVUSD community, value:

Student Centered Focus
Achievement

Fiscal Responsibility
Respect

Collaboration
Communication

SCHOOL INFORMATION and LOCATION

Desert Shadows Middle School
5858 East Sweetwater
Scottsdale, AZ  85254
602-493-6000

Explorer Middle School
22401 North 40th Street
Phoenix, AZ  85050
480-419-5600

Greenway Middle School
3002 East Nisbet
Phoenix, AZ  85032
602-493-6300

Mountain T rail Middle School
2323 East Mountain Gate Pass 
Phoenix, AZ  85024
480-538-7100

Prospect Middle School
15002 N. 32nd Street
Phoenix, AZ  85032
602-787-5015

Shea Middle School
2728 East Shea Blvd.
Phoenix, AZ  85028
602-493-6440

Sunrise Middle School
4960 East Acoma
Scottsdale, AZ  85254
602-493-6030

Vista Verde Middle School
2826 East Grovers
Phoenix, AZ  85032
602-493-6013

To access the webpage for any school listed above please go 
to www.pvschools.net.  On the left side menu select Schools 
which will take you to the middle school names where you 
may select a specific school.
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THE MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCEPT

The early adolescent (age 10-14) experiences a period of great change 
– physically, cognitively, and socially. In this age group, change is sporadic 
and uneven, and occurs at different times in each student’s life. This 
phenomenon demands a unique program especially designed to fit the 

individual differences and needs of each student.

We have purposefully crafted an instructional environment that reflects the 

developing needs of early adolescents. Our middle schools are distinct 
from both elementary school and high school, and proactive in planning 
for the transitions our students must make as they progress through the 
Paradise Valley Unified School District. We view our efforts with middle 

school students to be among the most important years in their lifetime, 
for there will be few others in which they will encounter more growth and 
development.

Concept
for 

middleschools

SHADOW MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL 
Air Force JROTC- acquaints students with the aerospace age, to develop 
informed citizens, to provide practice of effective leadership techniques, 
to promote an understanding of the democratic process, to promote an 
understanding of the national command structure to promote discipline, to 
acquire a knowledge of military drill and ceremonies, and to motivate an 
interest in the Air Force.

Design / Industrial Technology - is intended to develop students’ skills in 
a variety of design-related areas in graphic communications that will help 
prepare them for industry.  Students, from beginning levels to advanced, 
will explore areas of graphics, design and presentation technologies, from 
concept development to production.   

HIGH SCHOOL SIGNATURE PROGRAMS
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ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Students who refuse to comply with school rules or refuse to pursue a 
required course of study may be reassigned to an alternative education 
setting.  A student who has been placed in an alternative setting may 
not return to the regular school program without the approval of the 
administration.

BAND, CHORUS, STRINGS
Band, chorus, and strings classes are available for seventh and eighth grade 
students.  Each school will offer different performance levels depending on 
enrollment.  Students will be placed by the instructor.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The middle schools of Paradise Valley Unified School District offer a variety of 

extracurricular activities such as clubs, student government, and social events.  
Students are encouraged to join and participate in the various activities.  

REQUIRED COURSES
In Paradise Valley Unified School District, middle school students are 

required to participate in year-long courses in mathematics, English, 
science, and social studies.  Schools may offer these required courses 
at varying ability levels and have designed placement criteria to guide 
registration. Some of the schools have added reading courses as a 
requirement at one or both grade levels.  In addition, students are 
required to enroll in one fine arts course, one career and technical 

education course, and one physical education course during their middle 
school experience.  These courses may be electives or exploratories.

ELECTIVE COURSES
In addition to the required subjects, students at each middle school may 
choose semester-long courses from options offered in such areas as 
fine arts, career and technical education, world language, technology, 

and life management.   Year-long courses in band, chorus, and strings 
may be offered as electives.

EXPLORATORY COURSES
In order to provide a broad educational program, middle schools may  
require student registration in courses from the elective areas.  These 
exploratory courses may vary in length and are designed to introduce 
students to subjects from which they may later select electives.  
Exploratory courses are generally offered in such areas as physical 
education, fine arts, career and technical education, world language, 

life management, and technology.

GENERAL GUIDELINES HIGH SCHOOL SIGNATURE PROGRAMS
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The primary focus of the Paradise Valley Unified School District is academic 

excellence.  The Signature Programs provide a timely and economically 
sound means of meeting the emerging needs of our high school students 
as they move through the 21st century.

HORIZON HIGH SCHOOL
Law-Related Education - provides students with a working knowledge of 
our legal system, an understanding of legal concepts, and an opportunity 
to explore selected law-related careers.

Project Lead the Way – the engineering program exposes the student to 
a broad range of ideas and principles common to engineering.

NORTH CANYON HIGH SCHOOL
International Baccalaureate - a demanding pre-university course of study 
that ultimately leads to examinations and college/university credit.  The 
program is a comprehensive international curriculum, which may culminate 
in an internationally recognized diploma.  It is designed for the highly 
motivated secondary school student.

PARADISE VALLEY  HIGH SCHOOL
Biotechnology - is designed to produce educated, highly skilled graduates 
who are qualified to pursue opportunities in expanding fields in the medical 

and agricultural industries.  Students may choose classes from four clusters 
of study:  Research, Management, Medicine, and Agriculture.  

Business Management Program  - is designed to prepare students for 
successful employment in the business world.  The program includes four 
different avenues of focus from which the students can select based on 
their interests/goals.

PINNACLE HIGH SCHOOL
Community Outreach Program - Pinnacle High School is committed to 
being an active member of the surrounding commmunity.  As such there 
will be an umbrella signature program known as Community Outreach, 
which will include all of the “School To Work Experiences” including Teacher 
Academy, Child Development, and our Vocational / Business Integrated 
Curricular approach as well as traditional community service opportunities 
for students.
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GIFTED EDUCATION
Programs are designed for students who are identified gifted as defined by 

Arizona Revised Statute § 15-761.7.  “Gifted child” means a child who is of 
lawful school age, who due to superior intellect or advanced learning ability, 
or both, is not afforded an opportunity for otherwise attainable progress 
and development in regular classroom instruction and who needs special 
instruction or special services, or both, to achieve at levels commensurate 
with his/her intellect and ability.  Students shall be served who score at or 
above the 97% in verbal, quantitative, or nonverbal on any test from the 
State Board approved list.

Students who are identified as gifted, based upon a state approved gifted 

test, are eligible for gifted education services.  Gifted identified students may 

be serviced in Honors English, accelerated math, or other Honors classes 
available at the middle schools.
 
HEALTH REQUIREMENT
Arizona law (A.R.S. § 15-871) requires “verifiable” documentation of current 

immunization for all students.  Students without proper immunizations may 
be excluded from school.  This includes both students who start a school 
year without proper immunizations as well as students whose immunizations 
are not kept current during the school year.

HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT
Credit will be granted on the student’s high school transcript for high school 
courses taken at the high school campus. 

HOMEWORK POLICY
The Governing Board of Paradise Valley Unified School District believes 

strongly that homework is a valuable learning activity.  Assignment of 
appropriate homework is encouraged and the Governing Board will support 
teachers in the application of sanctions to ensure that students do not ignore 
their homework assignments.  Policy 4.4.1

HONORS COURSES
Honors courses in mathematics and English are designed to provide a 
more rigorous curriculum and higher expectations for student performance.  
Advanced math is a level ahead.  Honors English is enriched and/or 
advanced at grade level.  Students qualify for placement in an Honors 
course by meeting district requirements for placement in the gifted program 
or meeting school standards for Honors placement.  School standards will 
include a combination of previous success in the subject area, superior 
performance on related achievement tests, and/or recommendation by 
previous teachers of the subject.

HONORS ENDORSEMENT/TUITION WAIVER

In order to qualify for the Arizona Board of Regents high honors tuition 
waiver scholarship, students must be a graduate of an Arizona high 
school, have Arizona residency, and meet criteria established by the 
Arizona Department of Education.  For information on this opportunity, 
students may see their school counselor or visit the following website:  

www.ade.az.gov/tuitionwaiver/  

The highly selective college program assures student’s eligibility for major 
universities demanding a rigorous high school program of preparation. 
Each student should carefully examine the specific requirements and 

recommendations found in current college catalogs and specific college 

websites. Approved college courses taken while in high school may be 
counted toward meeting the above requirements.

Most competitive universities recommend a well-rounded high school expe-
rience. Students should pursue electives of their choice including the arts, 
select rigorous course work, and gain leadership experience in curricular 
and/or co-curricular activities, as well as community service.

AIMS STATE TEST REQUIREMENT
The State Board of Education requires that all students pass the Arizona 
Instrument to Measure the Standards (AIMS) in order to graduate from high 
school (reading, writing, and math standards). Students will be provided 
five opportunities to pass these tests starting in the spring of the student’s 

tenth grade year.

READING REQUIREMENTS
At the school’s discretion, students scoring below the ninth grade level on 
a standardized reading test may be required to enroll in a reading class.

PREPARATION FOR HIGHLY SELECTIVE UNIVERSITIES
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INTRAMURAL  PROGRAM
Each district middle school offers a variety of after school intramural activities 
throughout the year.  Intramural programs  may include club activities as 
well as numerous sports.  Intramurals are a “no cut” concept where all eligible 
students who desire to participate are included.  Frequency of participation 
is dependent upon the number of students interested in the activity.  Each 
school publishes a calendar of activities and other information regarding 
the intramural program. A fee is required for all participants.
 
All middle schools participate in a festival sports program. These programs 
provide interscholastic competition, with fundamental instruction by high 
school and middle school coaches along with high school mentors.  The 
following sports are offered: basketball, track, softball, volleyball, football, 
and wrestling.  A fee is required for all participants.

Following the sports festival, competitive sports  will have All Star Teams 
that are selected to participate in further district competition.  Students 
must pass each course in which they are enrolled in order to participate 
in these events.  

MAKE-UP FOR ABSENCES
The student must assume full responsibility regarding assignments for work 
missed by requesting assignments from the teacher and then completing 
them in a timely manner.  Students are permitted one day to complete 
work missed for each day absent.  Additional time may be granted due to 
unusual circumstances.

NON-DISCRIMINATION
It is the policy of the Paradise Valley Unified School District Governing 

Board that, no person connected with the Paradise Valley schools in a 
student, employment, or voluntary capacity shall, on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, including sexual orientation, national origin, age, or disability, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 

to discrimination under any education program or activity. Policy 2.2.3

POWERSCHOOL
PowerSchool is a web-based student information system designed to provide 
real-time information to all parents and students over the Internet.  Parents 
can gain immediate access to their children’s grades and attendance, and 
students can track their own progress.  For student and parent login access, 
please contact your school. 
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REPORT CARDS AND PROGRESS REPORTS
Written grades and/or progress reports are issued approximately two times 
per quarter.  Individual parent-teacher conferences will be scheduled once 
each semester. Notification will be given to the parents of students who are 

in danger of receiving a “failing” grade.

RETENTION POLICY
Paradise Valley Unified School District Policy encourages close coopera-
tion between parents and appropriate school personnel when students are 
considered for retention.  Individual considerations and decisions regarding 
retention will be made only after careful review of all data related to the 
student’s growth and development.  In accordance with state law, teacher(s) 
make the decision for promotion or retention of students and should be 
based on the following criteria:  

 1) the student’s academic achievement, 
 2) attendance/discipline records, 
 3) standardized and alternative assessment results and 
 4) any other information considered pertinent to the recommendation.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Appropriate programs are designed for the student who legally qualifies 

for Special Education services.  The Special Education Department and 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) members of the IEP team will determine 
the appropriate related service(s) for the student.

STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION
The Structured English Immersion (SEI) program in the Paradise Valley 
Unified School District serves the needs of those students whose native 

language is not English and who have not yet reached a level of English 
proficiency necessary to succeed in regular courses taught in unmodified 

English.  Students with a primary language other than English are tested 
to determine qualification for the program and are classified according to 

English language ability as beginning, intermediate, or advanced.
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ENGLISH
All seventh and eighth grade students will be exposed to the interdependency 
of reading, writing, speaking, and presenting in order to meet the Arizona 
Academic Standards.  The basic course of study addresses the development 
of literacy in a variety of ways that may include additional language arts 
course work during the day.  Students will study major novels, as well as 
poetry, short fiction, non-fiction, and drama.  The writing process, including 

grammar, usage, and six traits analytical writing will be continuous and 
woven throughout instruction in order to improve study skills and literacy.  
Communication strategies will be addressed to provide students the ability 
to succeed as learners and citizens.

MATH
Levels of seventh grade math range from basic math to pre-algebra.  Each 
student is placed according to sixth grade teacher recommendation and 
results of standardized tests.

Levels of eighth grade math are pre-algebra or algebra.  Student placement 
is based on the seventh grade teacher’s recommendation and results of 
standardized tests.

SCIENCE
The middle school science program includes the inquiry process, the 
history and nature of science, and personal and social perspectives in 
science. Seventh grade students study ecosystems, earth science, and the 
relationship of objects within the solar system. Disease and drug prevention 
units are included.  Eighth grade students study properties and changes 
of properties in matter, motion, and forces, and species adaptation and 
heredity.  Disease and drug prevention units are included.

SOCIAL STUDIES
The middle school social studies program standards include strands in 
American history, world history, civics/government, geography, and economics.  
Seventh grade emphasizes American history from the Civil War through the 
Great Depression, as well as the impact of the Industrial Revolution and 
Imperialism on world events.  Eighth grade students study and apply research 
skills to learn about the foundations and principles of democracy that framed 
our constitution and led to our form of democracy.  The history of World War 
II to the contemporary world is also studied.

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES
CAREER AND TECHNICAL  EDUCATION
Middle school students are required to participate in one Career and Techni-
cal Education (CTE) class (exploratory or elective) during their middle school 
experience.  CTE choices may include life management, technology, and 
computer science.  On rare occasions, a student’s schedule may not allow 
time to take a CTE course; therefore it would be waived. 

FINE ARTS 
Middle school students are required to participate in a fine arts course during 

their middle school experience.  A student may satisfy the fine arts course 

requirement through participation in an exploratory class or such electives 
as band, strings, chorus, music appreciation, dance, art, or drama.  Students 
are encouraged to consult the registration guide supplement provided by 
the middle school in their attendance area.  On rare occasions, a student’s 
schedule may not allow time to take a fine arts course; therefore it would 

be waived.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Middle school students are required to participate in physical education 

class during their middle school experience.  The physical 
education program further develops and refines the move-
ment skills introduced in the elementary school programs.  
The middle school physical education program includes the 
teaching of major and minor sports and recreational activities 

in a structured environment, with emphasis placed upon the teaching of 
related skills, physical fitness, and acceptable social interactions.  On rare 

occasions, a student’s schedule may not allow time to take a PE course; 
therefore it would be waived.

READING
As the ability to read and comprehend written works is a vital component to 
success, students will be provided the opportunity to take part in a variety of 
programs and activities that will lead to increased reading proficiency. These 

opportunities will vary depending on the individual needs of the students 
and the available resources at each of the school sites.


