
 

      Volunteer Opportunities 
 
 
Dear Sandpiper Parents, 
 
As another summer comes to a close, we look towards another fabulous year at Sandpiper.  We hope youÕve had a 
restful summer, and are ready to make this the best year ever for our children.   It is that time of year again when 
we invite all Sandpiper Parents to participate in their childrenÕs education by volunteering at Sandpiper.  Your time 
and effort towards volunteering makes it possible to have activities and programs that are not normally provided by 
the school district.   Volunteering is a crucial part of any program to be successful at Sandpiper.  The Sandpiper 
PTO has developed areas that allow working parents both inside and outside of the home the opportunity to 
become part of the Sandpiper volunteer team.  
 
Attached is a brief description of each program outlining the volunteer opportunities. We would like you to review 
each description and decide which volunteer program(s) is right for you.  Once you have reviewed this 
information, please fill out the attached Volunteer Opportunities Sign-up Sheet, sign the Volunteer 
Registration Form, (if you haven’t already) and return all to Sandpiper with your child. 
 
The PTO is grateful for any time you can give to the school and with your help we can all make this year another 
successful one at Sandpiper!   
 
If you have any questions regarding the volunteer opportunities, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Wussow 
602-799-0798 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Art Masterpiece 
 
ShareÉ  LearnÉ  CreateÉ  
Art Masterpiece is a volunteer driven supplemental art program that provides an incredible opportunity for our 
students to further develop skills in art appreciation and critical thinking through exploration and hands on 
activities.  Once a month volunteers go into the classroom and present a piece of art by a famous artist.  Volunteers 
choose a print from our supply to share with the class.  They then briefly talk with the students about the artist, 
including their style of art and guide a discussion giving the students a chance to create their own project through a 
hands-on activity meant to reinforce the artistÕs style or technique.  You donÕt need an art background, just an 
interest in sharing art with your childÕs class.  Training, books on artists, project ideas books, prints, and art 
supplies are provided.  See your childÕs teacher to volunteer. 
 

Book Fair 
 
The Book Fair is typically held during parent conference week in January and will raise funds while providing 
students with valuable materials to help foster their love of reading.  Unlimited volunteers are needed during the 
week of the sale to assist as cashiers, help students make selections and to help set up/take down the bookracks.  
Time commitment will depend on the total of volunteers committing to the program, approximately 2-hour shifts. 
 

Copy Cats 
 
Volunteers will use the copy machine to assist teachers by copying their handouts.  A schedule will be posted in 
the workroom so that teachers will know in advance when to count on volunteer help.  Volunteers can be trained at 
their convenience.  You can work as much or as little as your schedule permits. 
 

Consumer Incentive Programs 
 
Volunteers are needed to help publicize and manage SandpiperÕs participation in consumer incentive programs.  
Such programs usually pay the school to collect receipts, box tops, etc.  The volunteers for this program will then 
send the receipts and box tops to the appropriate supplier for school credit.  We ask everyone to please collect the 
box tops from General MillÕs products and return to the school office.   
 

Family Nights 
 
These evenings provide families with an opportunity to spend an evening of fun together at school.  Volunteers are 
needed during these events to supervise activities or help set up/tear down.  Short shifts allow volunteers to spend 
part of the evening with their own families.  Volunteers can be scheduled as much or as little as they choose and do 
NOT have to commit to the entire year.    

 
Friends of the Library 

 
This is a program established to help keep our library in top form.  Volunteers can help as little or as much as they 
are available.  Even small amounts are welcome.  Programs such as Accelerated Reader (A. R.) means that our 
library is a very popular place. Volunteers are needed to help keep the library tidy and organized.



 
 

 
Hoe Down 

 
This event is SandpiperÕs big fall kick-off.  The evening is f il led with hayrides, music, food and fun for the whole family.  Volunteers are 
needed to help sell tickets, run booths, help plan and set up/tear down the event. 

 

  Homeroom Parents 
 
Volunteers are needed to coordinate special activities in the individual classrooms throughout the school year. 
Some of these special activities include the following functions:  
 

• Teacher Appreciation Week 
• Communication with classroom parents to provide involvement as needed in the classrooms  
• Coordinate Yearbook photos and taking pictures of class events. 
• Classroom celebrations 

The teachers are very grateful for any and all classroom volunteers. 
 

Hospitality 
 
This position entails purchasing and delivering small gifts & cards as needed for special occasions, i.e. NurseÕs 
Day, BossÕs Day and Secretaries Day.  The PTO Executive Board will help remind you of these occasions.  
Hospitality will also coordinate the teacher/PTO luncheons. 
 

Junior Achievement 
 

J.A. is the worldÕs largest and fastest growing economic education organization, with a variety of programs 
designed for students K-12.  K-6th grade parent volunteers are needed to implement the J.A. program at Sandpiper.  
Volunteers will receive an hour of training and everything needed to teach the students.  See your childÕs teacher to 
volunteer.  
 

Lunch Room Helpers 
 
This volunteer position requires helping out in the lunchroom for approximately 1.25 hours per day.  Current staff 
will guide you as to where your services are needed.  Pick a day of the week that fits into your schedule or job 
share with a friend to help on an every other week basis.  This position does require the absence of toddlers. 
 

MARE Ocean Week 
 

Sandpiper participates annually in MARE (Marine Activities and Resources in Education Program).  MARE is a 
whole-school, interdisciplinary marine science program offering teacher education, a comprehensive KÐ6 
curriculum, and an ÒOcean WeekÓ activity for students in all grade levels Ocean Week involves teachers, students, 
parents and the community in transforming an entire school into a laboratory for ocean exploration. Grade levels 
construct their own ocean habitats and conduct research and involved lab experiments.  Guest speakers with 
experience in ocean studies visit each classroom and facilitate student activities. 

• Attend monthly planning meetings 
• Become the liaison for their classroom and/or grade level to help coordinate activities 
• Help prepare ocean study experiments for grade level use during Ocean Study Week 

Additionally, we need a lot of volunteers during the actual week of Mare in order to provide assistance to students, 
teachers and guest presenters. 



 
 
 

 
 
Readers in Action 

 
Volunteers are needed to read to their children in K-2 classrooms for approximately 20 minutes, from books 
selected by the volunteers.  The number of sessions per volunteer depends upon the number of volunteers available 
for each class.  The Readers in Action chairperson will send out a volunteer sign up form in a few weeks when the 
teachers have finalized the date and time they would like the readers.  A schedule of these volunteers will be 
created and distributed to each volunteer.   
 

School Pictures 
 
Volunteers are needed to assist the teachers with organizing/preparing the students for classroom and individual 
pictures, twice a year.  This usually requires a time commitment during the school hours. 
 

Silent Auction 
 
This fun family event will be held Saturday April 10th at Sandpiper School.  It is in conjunction with the Spring 
Carnival. Volunteer as much or as little as you like, opportunities include the following areas: 
  

• Solicit auction items. Drop off forms at businesses you frequent and/or take advantage of the 
connections you may have.  We ask the procurement volunteers to try to solicit at least three (3) 
items.  

• Set up auction bid tables. 
• Work the day of the event. 

 
Spring Carnival 

 
The carnival includes many food and game booths with fun activities for the entire family. The carnival committee 
will begin planning in late fall. Volunteers are needed to plan this event that will be held April 10th.  Homeroom 
parents will help coordinate volunteers to work the day of this event.  Look for an additional sign-up sheet in the 
spring.  There will be many ways volunteers can help regardless of the amount of time that can be committed. 
 

Star Foundation 
 
The Star Foundation gives parents the opportunity to make direct, tax-deductible contributions to their childÕs 
classroom.  The donations are usually given during the holiday season.  Volunteers will spend several hours per 
month from October through January to coordinate publicity, mailings and accounting. 
 

United Parent Council 
 

A volunteer from Sandpiper is needed as the ÔvoiceÕ of our school at the Paradise Unified School District meetings.  
The meetings are once a month at the district office, 15002 N 32nd Street.  This volunteer will then post 
information on the PVUSD bulletin board at Sandpiper and attend PTO meetings with the information. 
 
 
 
 



 
  

          
 

Top Ten Reasons To Be A Sandpiper Volunteer 
 
 

 
10. Your children will love seeing you at  event s. 

 
9. Your childrenÕs f r iends will t hink you are cool. 

 
8. I t  is very rewarding. 

 
7. I t  is a great  way t o get  t o know t he st af f  bet t er . 

 
6. I t  really is f un! 

 
5. You will meet  and get  t o know ot her  parent s. 

 
4.   Did I  ment ion it Õs f un? 

 
3. You will get  t o know your  childÕs classmat es. 

 
2. They grow up so f ast  and you canÕt  volunt eer  much in Jr . High. 

 
And t he number  one r eason t o vol unt eer  at  Sandpiper  i s: 

 
1. We REALLY need you! 

 
 

 
 
We really do need you.  Sandpiper  is a great  school wit h a great  group of  
parent s.  I  know t hat  in my 8 years here I  have t ruly enj oyed being a 
par t  of  get t ing t hings done.  Please j oin us and learn j ust  how amazing 
t his school is!  Commit ment  levels vary in dept h and we wil l  do our  best  t o 
work wit h your  availabil it y so you can be a par t  of  your  childrenÕs years 
at  Sandpiper . 
 
 



 

 
Volunteer Opportunities Sign-Up Sheet 

 
Volunt eerÕs Name_______________________ 
Cont act  Phone________________ 
*E- mail_____________________* 
 
ChildÕs Name______________ Teacher___________ 
ChildÕs Name______________ Teacher___________ 
ChildÕs Name______________ Teacher___________ 
ChildÕs Name______________ Teacher___________ 
 
Please check any programs l isted below t hat  you are int erested in.  A f ol low up 
phone call f rom t he appropr iat e commit t ee chairperson wil l be made t o conf irm your  
int erest .   
RETURN BY TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1st  t o your  t eacher. 
 
We appreciat e your support .  I f  you have any quest ions, please cont act  Andrea 
Wussow 602- 799- 0798. 
 
Would you be wil ling t o Ôapprent iceÕ t o any of  t hese commit t ee chairs? 
___________ 
 
___Art  Mast erpiece                Mont hly 
___Book Fair                      Lee Nicolopoulos  January 
___Carnival       Apr il 10 
___Copy Cat s                        As Needed 
___Consumer I ncent ives  Melanie Knight   As Needed 
___Family Night s      Quart er ly 
___Fr iends of  t he Library     As needed 
___Hoedown    Andrea Wussow  Oct ober 29 
___Hospit alit y                    Yvonne Wagner   Dur ing Conf erences 
___Junior  Achievement         Holly Spinrad  Det ermined wit h Teacher 
___Lunchroom Helpers      Daily 
___M.A.R.E.    Joanne Menard  May 
___School Pict ures              Marnee Rehnberg Fall and Spr ing 
___Silent  Auct ion   Andrea Wussow  Apr il 10 
___St ar  Foundat ion   Melanie Knight   Mainly December 
___Unit ed Parent  Council       

 
 
  


