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North Ranch PTAõs Reflections Program 
 Donõt forget to work on your PTA Reflections project  

over winter break.  

Entry Deadline: Monday, January 12 th  

Ceremony: Tuesday, January 20 th  @ 6:30 pm in the Media Center  

 This yearõs theme: òWowó 

 Literature, Musical Composition, Photography, Dance Choreography, 

Film/Video Productions  and Visual Arts  
are all ways you can enter.   

Student packets will be e -mailed in early December.  Additional packets can be 

found in the kiosk near the front office.  We look forward to seeing some great pro-
jects!  
*This year in addition to individual awards, the class with the most entries will win a 

class popcorn party and the teacher will receive a gift card to  use towards items for 
their classroom!  

 

Please feel to contact PTA Team Leader, Terian Johnston at Terianj@yahoo.com or (480) 699 -7024 
with any questions.  

Me & My Guy Dance  
(North Ranch Daughter & Male Adult )  

Saturday, February 7th, 2009, 5:00pm - 7:30pm  

               Multipurpose Room  

Come join the festivities, refreshments, a  DJ, souvenir photo for each couple, and a flower 

for each ñLADYò!  Bring that special man in your life - father, grandfather, uncleé 

$15 per couple ($3 per additional lady)  

PARTY ATTIRE 
 

Limit 120 couples.  Act quickly - this event fills up fast, and you donôt want to miss it!   

Reservations are due by Friday, January 23, 2009.   

Look for a flyer coming home soon! 

Questions?  Please contact Kerrie Drakides, Team Leader at 
drakidesrealtors@aol.com.  
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From the Principalõs desk (Message from the Superintendent of PVUSD)  

 On November 4, voters in the PVUSD approved the continuation of the K-3 override, but de-
feated the Maintenance and Operation budget override. That will impact every employee in our dis-

trict in some way.  We have work to do to make appropriate decisions for dealing with the loss of 
approximately $5 million in revenue from the Maintenance and Operations override, in addition to 
the loss of revenue we face due to declining enrollment. This has created a serious deficit and a se-

rious issue, but it is not a crisis.  Education will continue.   
My advice to all of our employees and our parents is ï donôt panic. We will do what we have 

always done in this district. We will take a measured, comprehensive approach to find ways to bal-

ance the budget, and in July 2009, our Governing Board will vote on a balanced budget. In the 
meantime, for the remainder of this school year, and for next school year, education will be our ma-

jor focus.   
In the spring, district administrators will follow a budget process that includes communication 

with school administrators and leaders of the employee groups and United Parent Council. We will 

gather input, we will make suggestions, we will meet with the Board, we will go back to the stake-
holder groups, and then we will make decisions. My pledge to all of you is that we will collaborate in 
this process; that we will work together because we are all in this together  

I believe that we can find places to cut that are not comfortable, but will allow for the high 
level of education that this community expects to continue, but it will not be the same comfort level 
that we have come to understand over the last 20 years. Above all, I want to emphasize that educa-

tion will remain our mission.  We will move forward with training and programs and support for 
those educational programs that are important to the achievement of all of our students. We proba-
bly will put some things off and we will make some adjustments. Jobs may change, but I will not 

recommend to the Board that we RIF (Reduction in Force) regular, contracted certified employees. 
It is my hope that we will not need to RIF any classified staff, but until decisions about how to make 
the significant cuts are made, I canôt promise that wonôt happen. 

I truly believe that this district, with our history of working together, can get through this and 
can continue to provide education in the way that we have provided it in the past. That is, where 
students are challenged, where students are taught, where students learn. We will continue to fulfill 

the promise of delivering the best education we can within the budget we are provided. I appreciate 
the efforts of all of our employees to see that that happens.  Thank you.   Dr. John Kriekard  

Each holiday season North Ranch Elementary offers our students and their families an opportunity 

to help our less fortunate neighbors. There will be an evergreen tree displayed by the front office. 
Hanging from its branches will be snowman tags. Each snowman will supply information on each 

adopted person. This information will include their age, sex, and clothing size or a toy wish.  

It is so easy to participate. Pick a snowman from the tree and make a wish come true. If you pre-
fer, you can make a donation and we will shop for you. Return the unwrapped gift with the snowman tag. 

You can place the gift under the tree or bring it to the Health Office.  

Each morning our children recite the 4 Bs. Number 4 is ñI will be caring toward othersò. Helping someone 

during this holiday season is a tangible way of demonstrating this trait to our children.  

The snowman tags will be available for your selection until December 12th. If you have any questions, please 

contact Dr. Bast at 602-449-6403. 

òGifts from the Heartó Holiday Charity  
Extending a Helping Hand to Those in Need  
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Thank you to all of those people who have given 

their 2008 tax credit donations to North 

Ranch! You can be assured that this donation 

will be put to good use!  If you haven't written 

yours out yet, they are due to the school by 

Friday, December 19 or if mailed, postmarked 

by December 31 .   

Here is an opportunity to make an important 

contribution to education at our school.  The 

Arizona Public School Tax Credit allows you to 

make a donation of up to $400 (per married 

couple) or $200 (for single or head of house-

hold) a year to a public school.   

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE  ð Contributions to 

public schools have always been tax deductible. 

A TAX DEDUCTION  allows you to subtract 

the amount of a contribution from the amount 

of your taxable income. The law allows a tax 

credit, which is subtracted from the amount of 

taxes you owe. A TAX CREDIT  is a FULL RE-

FUND  of your money.  When you file your an-

nual income tax, the $400 (or $200 for single) 

is returned to you, either increasing your re-

fund or crediting your amount owed.  This is a 

win-win situation for all parties.  

Fridays are Spirit Days 

at North Ranch!!  

About one Friday per month, 

the PTA gives out treats to 

those who wear a North Ranch 

t -shirts or school colors (turquoise/grey).   

To get your North Ranch spirit wear, check 

out the display case by the front office.  

Sizes available while supplies last.  The PTA 

also has a supply of  "gently used" school 

shirts if you child needs one.  Contact 

Rhonda Stawnyczy with questions at 

602/569 -9087 or Rhonda525@cox.net.     

From the Office  
When visiting a classroom, be sure to sign in at 
the front office and get a visitor's sticker.  If 
the classroom you are visiting is an outside 

classroom, please be considerate and do not 
cut through the inside classrooms.  Go out the 
back doors and go around to the outside door. 

We appreciate your help! 

Donôt forget to check the Lost and Found box in 

the MPR.  It is filling up rapidly!  Remember to 
write your studentôs name on their lunch boxes, 
jackets and sweatshirts (especially the North 

Ranch ones that all look the same!). 

Don't Forget to Call the Attendance Line!!!  
Please remember that it is State Law and Dis-

trict policy to call your studentôs absence into 
the office/attendance line before 10:00 am, not 
the teacher.  If a child does not arrive in 

school, we want to be sure he/she is safe with 
you.  The attendance line is 602-449-6401, ext. 

1 and is available for messages 24 hours a day.   

If your student has an appointment during 
school hours, the parent must come to the of-

fice to sign the child out of school.  The office 
will call for your child to meet you in the office.  
We will not call the student out of class until 

you are here to sign them out.  Please allow 
enough time for this when picking them up.  

IMPORTANT NEW LAW  
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2009  

We want you to be aware that there is a new 
law going into effect on January 1 regarding 

license plate holders.  It states,  "The following 
is the result of changes to Arizona law effective 
January 01, 2009.  License Plate Holder Law - 

State law* requires that the state name at the 
top of Arizona license plates must be visible. 
Any license plate holder or cover that prevents 

the license plate from being clearly legible, is in 
violation of this new law,* A.R.S. 28 -2354(B.)" 
 

The North Ranch A+ license plate holder par-

tially covers the word "Arizona", but it may de-
pend on each car and where the fasteners are. 

If you are using this holder, please check yours 
out and make sure you comply!   
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ORDER PIZZA FROM PAPA JOHNS 
AND SUPPORT YOUR PTA!!  

Tuesday, Dec 16th is Papa John's Pizza Night.  

P lease order  f rom the Scot ts -

dale/Thunderbird or 40th/Thunderbird loca-

tion.  Mention North Ranch and your 

Teacher's Name, and our school will receive 

20% of the sales.   Watch for coupons in next 

week's PTA e -mail. 
Contact Rhonda Stawnyczy at 602-569-9087 or 

Rhonda525@cox.net for more information.  

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL 

OF THE PARENTS WHO 

VOLUNTEERED THEIR 

TIME TO TEACH THE JUN-

IOR ACHIEVEMENT 

CLASSES IN K-5th GRADE. 

Leave A Legacy At North Ranch ð 
Contribute Towards New Landscaping  

And Get An Inscribed Legacy Tile  
 

Orders are again being taken for inscribed Legacy Tiles on the schoolôs front wall.  Last year, Legacy Tile do-
nations paid for 6 new shade trees (in the Kindergarten playground and Learning Center yard) as well as new 
shrubs in the front of the school.  This year, donations will go towards repairing umbrellas and for additional 

shrubs in the school front.  

Legacy Tiles make a wonderful Holiday giftðfor faculty as well as friends and family.  The tiles also are a 
great recognition for anniversaries, honor role and other special accomplishments. If you submit your order 

prior to Friday, December 12th, a gift certificate will be issued and returned to you on Monday, December 
15th. The deadline for the 2 nd Quarter is Friday, January 9th. All orders received after this date will be proc-

essed at the end of the next quarter.  

This is a very tangible and lasting way to contribute to the school so please consider making a special PTA 
donation for this causeðtiles cost only $20.  To order a Legacy Tile, enclose the completed form (order form 
is attached to email) with check or cash, in a sealed envelope marked ñLegacy Tileò.  Please make your check 

payable to ñNorth Ranch PTAò.    

North Ranch Family 
 "Jingle Hike"  

 
Where:    Pinnacle Peak  
When:  Saturday, December 13th  
 trailhead at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Bring your wish list and hike up to see 
that jolly 'ol elf. There will be holiday ac-
tivities and nature crafts along the way.  
 

Pinnacle Peak Park is located at 26802 N 
102nd Way. Bring a picnic lunch to enjoy 
with friends for the end of the hike. Wear 
your NR t-shirt and an elf hat!!! 

HELP PTA REACH 

THE GOAL  

Our goal is $12,500. To date, 

we have $5,000. If we reach 

our goal, we will not have to 

stop funding field trips or classrooms 

and there will be no selling of candy, 

magazines, cookie dough, or pizza later 

in the year. 100% of your tax -deductible 

gift will support the programs of our 

PTA. Give today and give generously. 

Donation envelopes are available at 

the PTA kiosk or can be sent home with 

any student per request. Your children 

will thank you and benefit from your 

generosity.  

http://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=Rhonda525%40cox.net
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BE PART OF READ MORE ON THE FLOOR DAY!!  
On Thursday, December 18th, 2008 students will have the opportunity to wear 

their Pajamas and be read to all day from District and State leaders as well as 

parents from each of their respective classes.  If you would like to participate in 

this event, please contact your childõs teacher. 

ROPING UP READING!!  

Support the North Ranch READ -A-THON!  December 8 -12.  Pledge 

envelopes will go home on Friday December 5 th .  Top pledge-

earners in each grade will receive a $10 Barnes & Noble gift card!  

Top overall pledge -earner gets a $25 gift card.  All participants 

receive a fun bookmark.  Money raised goes toward the important 

KidBiz technology program, which directly benefits our students.  

On Tuesday, December 2nd, Award -winning author Conrad Storad visited North 

Ranch.  Find out more about him by visiting his website www.conradstorad.com. 

 NORTH RANCH SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR!  

December 8th ñ12th  

In the Media Center  

When:   Mon - Fri  8:30am - 3:30 pm  

FAMILY NIGHT ñTUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH ñ6- 7:30pm    
 

This yearsõ Book Fair will includes educational products, software, newly released works, award-

winning titles, childrenõs classics, interactive software and current best sellers from more than 

150 publishers. It is bigger and better then ever!!  Purchase Read -a-thon reading, holiday gifts 

and more! 

http://www.conradstorad.com/
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Weôd like to thank the following businesses for their donations to our Country Fair. Without dona-
tions from these businesses, we would not have been able to put together such a successful event. 

Please honor them with your patronage. 

Arizona Leather, Kierland Dental, AZ on the Rocks, Wildlife World Zoo, Arizona Museum for 
Youth, Polar Ice Den, As You Wish, Bacchus, Ballet Arizona, Bellissima Skin Center, Heard Mu-
seum, Bounce U, Chandler Center for the Arts, Cheesecake Factory, Arizona Museum of Natural 
History, Arizona Rattlers, Barnes and Noble, Carlos OôBriens, Castles and Coasters, Childsplay, 
Don & Charlies, Legoland, Old Tucson Studios, Raising Arizona Kids, Rock R Ranch, Samôs Club, 
Six Flags Magic Mountain, Cracker Jax, Kiwanis Park, Apache Gold Casion, Desert Botanical Gar-
dens, Prestige Cleaners, El Charro Lodge, Scottsdale Cultural Center, Enchanted Island Amuse-
ment Park, Farrellliôs Cinema Supper Club, Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, Golfland, Great 
Skate, Hall of Flame Museum, i -Scrap, Xtreme Gymnastics, Razzmatazz, Jalapeno Inferno Bistro 
Mexicano, Little Gym, Yardhouse, Phx Zoo, The Fist Market, Az Diamondbacks, Bender Perform-
ing Arts,  Peter Piper Pizza, LKG Contemporary, Maggianos, Scottsdale Chiropractic, Harkins 
Theaters, Alltel Ice Den, Frys, Primericas Financial Services, Phoenix Coyotes, Phoenix Mercury, 
Phoenix Theatre, Polished Nails, Razzôs, Renaissance Festival, McCormick Stillman Railroad 
Park, AMOCA, Cold Stone Creamery, Solid Rock, Stuffington Bear Factory, Sugar Bowl, Supersti-
tion Mtn Museum, TNT Builders, LLC, Towne Place Suites, In and Out Burger, and Westworld 
Paintball Adventures.  

Weôd like to give a very special thank you to all the North Ranch Families who donated items and 

put together their class baskets and to the Teachers and Staff for their wonderful priceless items.  
Weôd also like to thank all North Ranch families who helped in so many ways to make this yearôs 
Country Fair so grand. The tireless efforts in planning, executing, setting up, cleaning up, and sup-

porting this event were so fabulous. Your kindness in volunteering was so appreciated!  

The following families went above and beyond with their donations and time:  Lyn and Bruce John-

son, Denise Saporito, Swanson family, Friedman Family, Geyer Family, Hackler Family, DeBlassie 
Family, Bellantoni Family, Kim Kotzin, Laura Maxson, Katy Davis, Mitchelson Family, Phillips Family, 
Skundrich Family, Crapo Family, Tammy Beller, Ryan Family, and Nina Goldberg. 

Thank you to everyone who donated a cake to accomplish the Cake Walk.  The cakes/pies were 
fabulous and it really created a lot of fun.  

Special thanks to Papa Johnôs and the Bismore Family who provided the food courtesy of their res-
taurant the ñSilver Spoon Caf®ò.  Special thanks to Brownie Troop #1946 for your jail operation dur-
ing Country Fair! 

***Our deepest apologizes should a name have been forgotten or misspelled***  

PTA Executive Board 

Lisa Friedman, Staci DeBlassie, Rhonda Stawnyczy, Lisa Sanchez, and Mickey Robinson 

WITH OUR SINCERE THANKSÍ. 

 DONõT FORGET!! 
Group Photos (ie: Student 

Council, Honors, Band, etc..) 
will be taken on Monday, 

December 15th 2007 .     

 
YEARBOOKS ARE STILL  

 AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE.  
FORMS CAN BE FOUND AT THE 

FRONT OFFICE KIOSK!     



 

7 

WHATõS HAPPENING AROUND WHATõS HAPPENING AROUND 

NORTH RANCH??NORTH RANCH??   

This monthõs Spotlight falls on 

4th Grader Cassandra Rowland 

in Mrs. Gormanõs Class: 

For my article, I interviewed our Com-
puter Teacher, Mrs. Barker.  In speaking 
to her, I found out the following informa-
tion about teaching Computer classes at 
North Ranch.  First, the main problem 
Mrs. Barker faces in the lab is students 
not following directions.  Second, most 
students do stop typing and pay atten-
tion when they are asked to by Mrs. 
Barker.  Third, the printers only need to 
be refilled in the Computer Lab about 
once a year. 

She does have many teachers and students come 
to her with computer related problems but she 
enjoys helping them all!  All and all Mrs. Barker 
really likes being the Computer teacher and teach-
ing all of the students about different applications 
in the lab.   
I also interviewed a North Ranch third grader 
about the Computer Lab and here is the informa-
tion I found out.  This student really enjoys going 
to Computer class and learning about applications 
and how to make animations.  He really likes Mrs. 
Barker and thinks she is a great teacher.  He does 
not enjoy the ñspamò on the PV Learners website 
and thinks that about half the students at school 
have learned not to touch the new computer 
screens.  Computers is one of his favorite specials 
along with P.E. 

From The PTA Presidentõs Desk 
This yearôs Country Fair  was fabulous fun! I think 
all kids young and old had a great time! I want to 
thank everyone who helped make the day fabulous. 

So many of you helped support the planning, partici-
pated running class booths, helped teachers create 
class baskets and ñpricelessò items, donated raffle/

auction items, gave of your time doing sales of tick-
ets, food, brought in cakes for the Cake Walk, set-
up for the event, cleaning tables during the event, 

clean-up after the eventé..and much more. Your 
kindness in volunteering was most appreciated. My 
executive board was wonderful to work with in plan-

ning and executing of this day. I honor and thank all 

of you for your efforts.  

The holiday season is upon us. North Ranch is such 

a community of generosity. Whether its donating 
blood for our blood drive, providing needy families 
with a more beautiful holiday through holiday char-

ity, giving socks for the sock drive, sponsoring a stu-
dent in our Read-a-thon, or donating a book to our 
library or a classroom at our Scholastic Book Fair, 

the good feelings of this time of year are throughout 
our hallways. May you all be blessed with this gener-

ous spirit and find hope for a wonderful New Year.  

Our North Ranch Family ñJingle Hikeò of Pinnacle 
Peak will be Saturday, December13. Get your hiking 
shoes on and help me hike up to see that jolly óol elf 

himself. 

I wish you all a very happy holiday season! 

Lisa Friedman, PTA President 

480-907-6944 or lmfriedman@cox.net       

JOIN US FOR NORTH RANCH  

FAMILY DAY  

AT 
 

 

 

 

 

  When:    Sunday, December 7, 2008 

      10amñ8pm 

  Where:    All Fired Up  

      6990 E. Shea Blvd. 
Come paint pottery with your friends and a portion of the profits will go back to the PTA.  
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Class News...  

FIRST GRADE  

Decemberôs theme is ñA Gingerbread 

house is a house foréò and celebrations 
in homes around the world.  Students 
will travel the world with their passports 

to learn about celebrations and tradi-
tions from Holland, China, Sweden, It-
aly, United Kingdom, Israel, Mexico, the United 

States and Germany.  On ñRead More on the Floorò 
day on December 18th, students will enjoy listening 
to stories read by special guest readers.   

In January, we are looking forward to our 100 th day 
of Kindergarten and will celebrate together being 
100 days smarter!  Our theme for January is 

ñWinterò and ñThe Arctic and Antarctic are a house 
for many animalséò We will have many different 
adventures in math, science, reading, and writing.  
We will find out how animals who live in the icy cold 

stay warm during the winter time!   
We are looking forward to student -led conferences 
and your child showing you their many accomplish-

ments and what theyôve learned so far this year.    

KINDERGARTEN  

Our Science focus has been the 

study of rocks and minerals.  We 
had a great field trip to  the AZ 
Rock and Mineral Museum at the 

beginning of December.  All third 
graders now know the difference 

between sedimentary, igneous, and metamorphic 

rocks!!  They also have learned the important uses 
of many minerals. 
The students read biographies during the month of 

November.  After reading about their famous per-
son, they shared with others becoming this person, 
creating a puppet or a shoe box filmstrip.  We all 

learned about many interesting people!  
Chat and Chew (parent led book groups) is continu-
ing to meet weekly.  Students really look forward to 
this fun reading time!  A BIG THANK YOU to our ter-

rific parent leaders! 
All third graders continue to produce many wonder-
ful writing pieces such as Pilgrim Journals, thank you 

letters, creative stories, and news reports.  We are 
continuing to work on learning cursive and will be 
writing the majority of our second semester work in 

cursive. 
Beginning in December third graders will be earning 
play money in the classroom.  They will be rewarded 

daily for exhibiting the North Ranch Character Traits 
as well as completing homework assignments.  After 
earning money for 2 weeks, the students will be 

able to purchase gifts for others at a Holiday Gift 
Shoppe.  We are accepting donated gift items for 
people of all ages! 

SECOND GRADE  

Our first graders have been working very hard this 

year. We've studied farming and harvests, weather, 
rocks and minerals, patriotism, bats and pumpkins 
and are just finishing colonial times, Native Ameri-

cans, and food & nutrition.  
We've worked hard in math learning addition and 
subtraction concepts and we are now beginning to 

work on numbers to 100 and addition and subtrac-
tion facts to 12. We've learned the basics of writing 
good sentences and are working on our spelling, 

too. 
In December we will be studying holiday traditions. 
We'll be attending our first field trip, The Cookie 

Company's Production of "The Quiltmaker's Gift" at 
the Phoenix Theatre. This fits nicely with the theme 

of "the importance of giving and 
sharing" for the month of Decem-

ber.  
We're looking forward to seeing 
all our first grade families at our 

Annual First Grade Family Picnic 
at Jackrabbit Park this month.  
Thanks to all of our wonderful 

parent volunteers who helped out at our Fall Festi-
val, the Country Fair and our Thanksgiving Feast. 
You are appreciated for all that you do!  

THIRD GRADE  

Colonial times came alive in the 2nd 

grade classrooms. Taking part in the 
colonial activities enriched our learn-
ing.  Cross stitching samples, weav-

ing, and learning about the significant 
people of that time period in history brought by the 
Mayflower to the desert.  We have been enjoying all 

of these projects and participating in a Thanksgiving 
play.  The upcoming holiday season will include 
studies about holiday cultures around the world.  

Math studies have consisted of regrouping in addi-
tion and subtraction with two digit numbers and 
measurement.   

We enjoyed seeing the families at the classroom 
presentations of ñThe Troubled Pilgrimò.  Thank you 
parents for volunteering your time to help out at the 
Country Fair and in our classrooms. We really appre-

ciate all you do! 
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THIRD GRADE CONTôD... 

FIFTH GRADE  

SIXTH GRADE  

Sixth graders began the second 

quarter by going to Biztown, an 
awesome simulated town where stu-
dents took on the role of adults for 

the day.  Students were placed in 
jobs that matched their leadership 
skills and personality traits.  We 

were very proud of their excellent behavior, and the 
dedication everyone gave to their jobs.  Ivan 
Camacho did an excellent job of Mayor of Biztown; 

Travis Geyer was the Disc Jockey for the town radio 
station.  Thank you to all of the parents who took 
the time to volunteer at the shops.  It was a huge 

commitment and we could not have done it without 

you! 

Thank you to all parents for taking time out of their 

busy schedules to meet with us during conference 
week.  It was a pleasure to meet with you and dis-
cuss the progress of your child.  Remember you can 

keep up to date on how your child is doing by 

checking on-line grades at any time.   

In Social Studies, we are learning about the four 

cradles of civilization that developed around 3000 
BC.  These include the Babylonian Empire, the Egyp-
tian Civilization, The Chinese Civilization, and the 

Cradle of India.   

Sixth graders are learning everything they ever 
wanted to know about the human body systems, as 

we combine the text and the FOSS science kits.  We 
will be starting water and weather after the winter 

break.   

Thanks to all of you who were able to help in any 
way at the Country Fair.  It was a huge success; all 
the students enjoy the benefits from the Country 

Fair.  Please donôt forget the sock drive and canned 

food drive as we approach the holidays.  

Best wishes from the 6th grade team for a joyful 

holiday season and a restful break! 

FOURTH GRADE  
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! To all of 

our parents and students who participated in the 
Gold Candle fundraiser.  We were successful in ris-
ing close to $1,500.00 to offset our cost to the 

Grand Canyon trip in May, 2009.  We appreciate all 

of your generous and hard work. 

Thanks to all of you who were able to help in any 
way at the country fair.  It was a huge success, and 
our classrooms appreciate the money we will soon 

receive.  All the students enjoy the benefits from 

the country fair.  

Please donôt forget the sock drive, and Gift from the 
Heart Tree in the main office.  These all help those 

less fortunate than us. 

January starts our literacy study 
of Black Stallion by Walter Far-

ley.  All 4th grade students are 
required to participate.  This will 
be our 3rd quarter reading 

grade.  We are looking forward to our upcoming 
field trip to the State Capitol on January 12, 2009.  
It is a culminating activity after studying govern-

ment in Arizona.  

Our team hopes you have a wonderful, restful holi-

day.  Weôll see you back at The Ranch on January 

5th, 2009! 

The 5th grade Country Fair booth was a huge suc-

cess.  We enjoyed hair, makeup and tattoos.  Thank 
you to all our wonderful parent volunteers who 
helped in many ways.  We also want to thank the 

generous families who donated items for our 
Thanksgiving baskets and those in need listed on 

the Snowman tree. 

Fifth Grade has been studying 

Space and the Solar System.  We 
all enjoyed are class trips to the 
challenger and our Mission to Mars.  

Preparation for our missions began 
when each student competed an application for a 
job aboard either Mars Control or the Mars Trans-

port Vehicle.  Lots of training is needed to go to 

Mars! 

In Social Studies we have learned about early ex-

plorers to our country and now begin to discover 

what life was like during Colonial times. 

Jr. Achievement was very informative and we 

learned about different types of businesses, adver-

tising, and how to write an effective ad.   

FIFTH GRADE CONTôD... 

Thanks to all of our parent helpers, the Country Fair 

was a huge success!  We appreciate all of the time 
and effort that went in to making our fair possible.   
We wish our North Ranch families a peaceful and 

joyful holiday season! 


