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Article 1: Role and responsibilities of schools
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The InternationalBaccalaureat®©rganization (hereinafterIBO”) hasdevelopedthe
Diploma Programmeas a pre-college/unversity programmeaimedat studentsin the
16-19 age group. The Diploma Programmeis designedto lead to the International
Baccalaureatadiploma (hereinafter“IB diploma(s)) or to certificates (hereinafter
“certificate(s)) for subjects forming part of the Diploma Programme.

The IBO setsthe curriculumandassessmenmequirementseadingto the award of the
IB diplomaandcertificatesandis the sole organizationentitledto award IB diplomas
andcertificates.The IB diplomaor certificatesareawardedto studentghereinaftethe
“candidate’® who have satisfed the assessmemequirementsn accordancevith these
General regulations: Diploma Programme (hereinafter “general regulations).
Administrative detailsandprocedureselatingto thesegenerategulationsarecontained
in thecurrentVade Mecum, whichis thehandbooKor DiplomaProgrammeoordinators
andteacherssuppliedto schoolsby the IBO. Schoolsmustcomplywith thedetailsand
procedures stated in the curr&atle Mecum.

To qualify for the award of the IB diplomaor a certificatein a subject(or subjects)a
candidatemustfollow the Diploma Programmeor the courseof studyandassessment
for thesubject(skelectedThe DiplomaProgrammencludesbothinternalandexternal
assessmenin addition to subjectrequirementsthe IB diploma hasthe additional
requirement®f an extendedessaytheoryof knowledgeandextra-curricularactvities
that are not assessed lamoas creatiity, action, service (hereinafté€CAS”).

Becausehe IBO is not ateachinginstitutionanddoesnot provide teachingserviceso
candidatesthe Diploma Programmaes implementedandtaughtby authorizedschools
(hereinafterthe “school(sY). The schoolsare private or stateentities,all of which are
entirelyindependenfrom the IBO andsolely responsibl€or the implementatiorand
quality of teachingof the Diploma Programme Consequentlythe schoolsbearsole
responsibility to candidatesand legal guardiansfor ary shortcomingsin the
implementatioror quality of teachingof the DiplomaProgrammeThelBO is excluded
from ary responsibilityin suchshortcomingsparticularly concerningthe marksand
gradesobtainedby candidatesor their failure to satisfy all or part of the assessment
requirements necessary to obtain the IB diploma or aicetéf

Theschoolsareresponsibldor informing candidatesindlegal guardiansegardingthe
general characteristics of the Diploma Programme andtfe school implements it.

TheIBO cannotguaranteghata schoolwill remaincapableandwilling to implement
the Diploma Programme. Consequently, the school s bear sole responsibility to candidates
if, for ary reason,a schools authorizationto implementthe Diploma Programmes
withdravn by the IBO or a schooldecidesto terminateits authorization.The IBO is
excludedfrom ary responsibilityfor any sunkcostsand/orlost opportunitiessuffered
by candidatessaresultof the DiplomaProgrammaeo longerbeingtaughtby aschool.

Article 2: Recognition of the IB diploma

ThelBO actively promoteswvide recognitionandacceptancef thelB diplomaasabasisfor entry
to coursesat universitiesand other institutions of higher education,but the requirementsof
individual institutionsandthe relevant authoritiesof a countryaresubjectto changebeyondthe
IBO’s control. ThelBO, therefore doesnot guarantegecognitionof IB diplomasor certificates,
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anddoesnot acceptesponsibilityfor the consequencesf arny changeof practiceby a university
or otherinstitution or relevant authoritiesin a country Consequentlycandidatedearthe sole
responsibility of verifying the entry requirements of the universities and other institutions of higher
education to which thyeare interested in applying.

Article 3: Property and copyright on examination materials produced by
candidates

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

Examinationmaterialsin a variety of formsare producedby candidatesndsubmitted
to the IBO aspartof the assessmemequirementsThesematerialsincludeall forms of

written work, audio andvisual materials,computerprogramsand dataand,in certain
cases, may contain images of the candidates (hereinaftangterials).

Candidatesetain copyright on all materialssubmittedto the IBO on their behalffor

assessmerfurposeshut by submittingthosematerialsthey therebygrantthe IBO a
non-exclusive, charge-free, worldwide licence, for the duration of the statutory copyright

protection, to reproduce the materia sin any medium for assessment, educational, training

and/orpromotionalpurposesn relationto thelBO’s actwities or thoserelatedactiities

of which it approres. Suchlicenceshall becomeeffective from 1 Junefollowing the
May examinationsand 1 Decembeffollowing the NovemberexaminationsWherethe
IBO usesthesematerialsfor purposestherthanassessmeni, may modify, translate
or otherwisechangethemto meetparticularneedsand,in orderto protecttheidentity

of the candidateandof the school,will anorymize thembeforepublicationin print or

in electronic form.

Underexceptionalcircumstancesa candidatemay wish to retain exclusive copyright

overasinglepieceof work; in whichcaseghelBO mustbenotified beforethedategiven

above (seeparagraplB.2). In accordancevith the proceduredescribedn the current
Vade Mecum, the candidatenustsubmita written notification to the schools Diploma
Programmecoordinatorwho hasthe duty to inform the IBO by the duedate.In these
cases, the IBO will use the material only for assessment purposes.

The IBO, for assessmerurposesmay electronicallyscanor reproducematerialsin
differentmedia,suchasphotographingvorks of art; it may alsocopy materialsin the
samemedium,suchasprinting or photocoping examinationscriptsandessaysThese
materialsare either internally assessedby teachersin the schoolswhosemarksare
moderatedy IBO examinersor externally assessetly IBO examiners Wherever the
materialsareheldduringtheirassessmenfipr example by theschool,anIBO examiner
or at the InternationalBaccalaureat€urriculum and Assessmen€Centre (hereinafter
“IBCA”), they are alvays held on behalf of the IBO.

All suchmaterialssubmittedo thelBO for assessmeniyhetherin thehandsof aschool,
anexamineror IBCA, becomethe propertyof the IBO, which, oncethe assessmerig
complete,is entitledto retainthe materialsfor record-lkeepingpurposesr to destry
them according to its needs. Candidates are entitled to request the return of their externally
assessedork, includinga copy of their examinationscripts,provided suchapplication
is madefor a May examinationsessiorby 15 Septembein the sameyearandby 15
March of the following yearfor a Novemberexaminationsessionln all casesjo be
valid, the applicationmustbe submittedto IBCA by the schools DiplomaProgramme
coordinator
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Il The Diploma Programme

Candidatesnustusethe schools Diploma Programmecoordinatorasthe intermediaryfor ary
communication with the IBO.

Article 4: Content of the programme

4.1 Candidate$or thelB diplomamustsatisfyassessmemeéquirement six subjectseach

4.2

4.3

studiedover a periodof two years gxceptthatnot morethantwo standardevel courses
(excludinglanguagesb initio andpilot subjectsmaybe completedn thefirst yearof

the programmeThe six subjectamustbe selectedrom six groupsasdescribedn the

currentVade Mecum for theappropriateexaminationsessionatleastthreeandnotmore
than four subjectsbeing offered at higher level and the others at standardlevel.

Recommendedeachingtime is 240 hoursto completehigherlevel coursesand 150

hours to complete standard/dé courses.

In addition to the six subjects, candidates for the IB diploma must:

(a) takeacoursein, andcompletethe requiredassessmerin, theoryof knowledge,
for which the IBO recommendsit least100 hoursof teachingover the two-year
period of the Diploma Programme

(b) complete an appved programme ofra-curricular actiities knavn as CAS

(c) completeandsubmitfor assessmeran extendedessayin a subjectavailablefor
this purposeWork on the essaywhich is expectedto occupy approximatelyd0
hours,mustbe doneunderthe direct supervisionof ateacherat the schoolwho
is familiar with the Diploma Programme.

If the specialconditionsof entryinto an institution of highereducatiorrequirean IB
diplomacandidate to offer achoice of subjectsdifferent from that specified in the current
Vade Mecum, a candidatemay be allowed to make a reasonablesubstitutionon
presentatiorof appropriatedocumentaryevidenceto the IBO. This is referredto asa
“non-regular diplom& and must be authorized by the IBO.

Article 5: Languages

51

5.2
5.3

54

55

Candidatesnustwrite their examinationsandotherforms of assessmerih subjectan
groups3, 4, 5 and6 of the Diploma Programman English,Frenchor Spanishasthe
responsdanguageAssesseavork in theoryof knowledgeandthe extendedessaymust
alsobepresentedh English,Frenchor Spanishexceptthatanextendedessayn agroup
1 or group2 subjectmustbewrittenin thelanguageof the subjectchosenHowever, an
extendedessayin Latin or ClassicalGreek(group2) mustbewrittenin English,French
or Spanish.

The same response language must be used for all components of a subject.

Fromtime to time, candidatesnay be ableto write their examinationsandotherforms
of assessmern language®therthanEnglish,Frenchand Spanishjn groups3 and4
and in theory of knwledge, as part of special pilot courses introduced by the IBO.

A languageAl SL school-supportedelf-taughtcandidatds not permittedto offer an
extended essay in his or her languade

Extended essaysin group 2 areintended for foreign/second-language learners. Candidates
arenot permittedto submita group2 extendedessayin alanguage\l thatis a subject
for their 1B diploma.
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Il Examinations

Article 6: Registration process

A candidatdor thelB diplomaor certificatesmustberegisteredby anauthorizedschoolfor each
intendedexaminationsessiorandmusttake therequisitecourseandexaminationsatthatschool.
The school must complete suclgistrations and pay the related fees by thevagledeadlines.

Article 7: Registration

The follonving catgories of rgistration are \ailable.

(@) Anticipated:candidatesntendingto completetherequirementgor oneor two standard
level subjectqexcludinglanguagesib initio andpilot subjectskat the endof their first
year of the Diploma Programme.They must completeall remaining IB diploma
requirementsn the correspondingexaminationsession(May or November)in the
following year

(b) Diploma: candidatesntendingto completethe requirementdor the award of an IB
diploma.

(c) Certificate:candidatesakingoneor moresubjectavhoarenotseekingheawardof the
IB diploma.

(d) Retale: previous IB diplomacandidatesvho are seekingto improve on their results.
The highest grade obtained for a subject will contaliavards the 1B diploma.

The subjectgradeawardedfor a certificatecannotsubsequentlgontrituteto theaward of anIB
diploma.However, themoderatedanarkfor theinternalassessmemibomponenof acertificatecan
be carried forward and used to compl ete the assessment of the same subject as part of an 1B diploma,
provided the course content and assessment for the subjeatdiachanged.

At thediscretion of the school, a certificate candidate may pursuethe coursein theory of knowledge,
undertale anextendedessayand/orengagein CAS but theIBO will notacceptheregistrationof
certificate candidates for these IB diploma requirements.

Article 8: Notice of assessment requirements

It istheresponsibility of schoolsto ensure that candidates comply with all assessment requirements
of the Diploma Programmeand that they are properlyregistered.This includesensuringeach
candidatss in goodstandingatthe schoolat thetime of the examinationsNon-compliancavith

these requirements can lead to the disquaatibn of candidates géstered by the school.

IV Responsibilities of candidates

Article 9: Responsible and ethical behaviour
Candidatesirerequiredto actin aresponsibleandethicalmannerthroughoutheir participation

in the Diploma ProgrammeandexaminationsIn particular candidatesnustavoid ary form of
malpractice.
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V Conditions for the award of the IB diploma

Article 10: Assessment

Examinersappointedby the IBO assesgandidateswork in DiplomaProgrammesxaminations
and otherforms of externalassessmenisingcommonmarkschemesThis externalassessment
may be complementedby internalassessmerity schoolsof otherrequiredwork, moderatedy
IBO examiners.

Article 11: Grades

Performancen eachsubjectis gradedon a scaleof 1 point (minimum)to 7 points(maximum).
For the IB diploma,a maximumof 3 pointsis awardedfor combinedperformancen theory of
knowledge and the extendedessay The maximumtotal Diploma Programmepoints scoreis,
therefore, 45.

Article 12: Award of the IB diploma

12.1 All assessmermomponentgor eachof the six subjectsandthe additionallB diploma
requirementsnustbe completedin orderto qualify for the award of the IB diploma,
except under the conditions stipulatedin SectionVIIC “Special cases:incomplete
assessmenbf these general galations.

12.2 ThelIB diplomawill be awardedto a candidatewhosetotal scoreis 24, 25, 26 or 27
points, preided all the folleving requirements ha been met.

(@) Numeric grades have been awarded in al six subjectsregistered for the IB diploma.
(b)  All CAS requirements he been met.

(c) GradedA (highest)to E (lowest)have beenawardedfor boththeoryof knowledge
and an gtended essayvith a grade of at least D in one of them.

(d) There is no grade 1 in aisubject.

(e) There is no grade 2 at highevdd

(f)  There is no more than one grade 2 at standaedl le

(g) Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 onbelo

(h) At least12 points have beengainedon higherlevel subjects(candidatesvho
registerfor four higherlevel subjectanustgain atleast16 pointsat higherlevel).

(i) At least9 points have beengainedon standardevel subjects(candidatesvho
register for two standardevel subjectsmustgain at least6 points at standard
level).

()  Thefina award committee has not judged the candidate to be guilty of malpractice.

12.3 ThelB diplomawill be awardedto a candidatevhosetotal scoreis 28 pointsor aborve,
provided all the folleving requirements v been met.

(@) Numeric gradeshave been awarded in al six subjectsregistered for the IB diploma.
(b)  All CAS requirements hee been met.

(c) GradesA (highest)o E (lowest)have beenawardedfor boththeoryof knowvledge
and an gtended essayvith a grade of at least D in one of them.

(d) There is no grade 1 in asubject.
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(e) There is no more than one grade 2 at highelle
()  There are no more thanavgrades 2 at standard/és.
(g) Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 onbelo

(h) At least1l points have beengainedon higherlevel subjects(candidatesvho
registerfor four higherlevel subjectanustgain atleast14 pointsat higherlevel).

(i) At least8 points have beengainedon standardevel subjects(candidatesvho
register for two standardevel subjectsmustgain at least5 points at standard
level).

()  Thefinal award committee has not judged the candidate to be guilty of malpractice.

12.4 A maximum of three examination sessionsisallowed in which to satisfy the requirements
for the avard of the IB diploma.

Article 13: Form of the IB diploma document

13.1 SuccessfulB diplomacandidatesvill receve anIB diplomaandadocumentisting the
total diplomapointsscore the subjectgradesthe completionof all CAS requirements
andary pointsawardedfor the combinationof theoryof knowledgeandthe extended
essay

13.2 A bilingual diploma will be warded to a successful candidate who:
(a) takes two languagesl
or
(b) takes a languaghl and a languagk?2
or

(c) takesexaminationsin atleastone of the subjectsfrom group3 or group4 in a
languagethatis not the samelanguageashis or herlanguageéA1l nominatedor
group 1

or

(d) submitsanextendedessayin agroup3 or group4 subjectwritten in alanguage
that is not the same language as his or her langdageminated for group 1.

Article 14: Award of the certificate

Certificate candidates will receive a certificate indicating the results obtained in individual subjects.
An IB diplomacandidatevhofailsto satisfytherequirement$or theawardof anIB diplomawill
beawardedacertificateindicatingthegradesobtainedn individual subjectstogethemwith results
in theoryof knowledgeandthe extendedessayandthe completionof all CAS requirementsas
appropriate.
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VI Assessment

Article 15: Determination of grades

Chief examiners,examinersresponsibleandthe chief assessoin theoryof knowledge,or their
nominees, are responsible for determining grades in their subjects.

Article 16: Enquiry upon results

Candidatesexaminationresultsmay be further checled andtheir work may be re-marled if a
schoolrequestan enquiryuponresultsandpaysthe appropriatdees.This reconsideratiomay
lead to a higher grade for a subjectt bot to a laver grade.

Article 17: Final award committee

17.1 The final award committeeis the body that formally awardsthe IB diplomasand
certificates on the basis of grades determined by chief examiners, examinersresponsible,
the chief assessor in theory of kriedge, or their nominees.

17.2 Thefinal award committeeconsistof representatiesof the Council of Foundation of
the examining board and of IBCA, and is chaired by the chair of Xaeneing board.

17.3 Thefinal award committeeconsidersand makesthe final decisionin all specialcases
with respect to theveard of IB diplomas and ceritifates.

VII A Special cases: disability

Article 18: Definition of disability

Disability is ary permanenbr temporarydiagnosedisability that could put a candidateat a
disadwantageand prevent him or her from being able to demonstrateskills and knowvledge
adequately

Article 19: Applicable procedure

19.1 Theschool isresponsiblefor verifying before candidates enroll in the DiplomaProgramme
whetherit includesary requirementghatareincompatiblewith ary knowvn diagnosed
disabilities.

19.2 Disabilitiesmustbereportedoy the candidates/lgal guardiango the schools Diploma
Programmecoordinatoiwhenthe candidatesnrollsin the programmewith appropriate
medical documentation. Temporary disabilities, resulting fromillness or accidents, should
be reported to the coordinator as soon as possible after they arise, together with supporting
medical documentation and other xaet information.

19.3 If acandidate with adisability requires special assessment arrangements, the coordinator
must request the arrangements according to procedures stated in the current Vade Mecum.
Special assessment arrangements can only be authorized by the IBO.
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VIl B Special cases: adverse circumstances

Article 20: Definition of adverse circumstances

Adversecircumstancesire defined asthosebeyond the control of the candidatethat might be
detrimentalto his or her performancejncluding severe stress,exceptionally difficult family
circumstanceshereaement,or disruptionduring examinationsor eventsthat may threatenthe
healthor safetyof candidatesAdversecircumstancesdo notincludeshortcoming®n the partof
the school at which a candidate igistered.

Article 21: Applicable procedure

21.1 Any applicationfor specialconsiderationn casesof adwersecircumstancesnustbe
submittedto IBCA by the schools Diploma Programmecoordinatoron behalfof the
candidate(s)The applicationmustbe submittedwithin ten daysof the completionof
the final assessmerdomponenbf the subjectconcernecand mustbe supportedoy a
statement written by the coordinator as well as by approprateree.

21.2 If acandidatés performancdasbeenaffectedby adversecircumstanceghefinal avard
committeemay give specialconsideratiorio the case providedthatthis would not give
an adwantage in comparison with other candidates.

VIl C Special cases: incomplete assessment

Article 22: Definition of incomplete assessment

Incompleteassessmemkistswhena candidatéhasnot submittedoneor morecomponentsf the
assessment requirements in the subject.

Article 23: Applicable procedure

23.1 Any applicationfor specialconsideratiorin casesof incompleteassessmemnustbe
submittedto IBCA by the schools Diploma Programmecoordinatoron behalfof the
candidateThe applicationmustbe submittedwithin ten daysof the completionof the
final assessment component of the subject concerned and must be supported by astatement
written by the coordinator as well as by appropriatdexce.

23.2 In casesof incompleteassessmerih a subject,the final avard committeemay, at its
discretion,award a grade for the subjectif both the following circumstancesare
established.

(&) An acceptableeasonis provided by the schoolfor the incompleteassessment
beingbeyondthecandidatés control,suchasillnessor injury, thedeathor funeral
of a close relatie, unaoidable attendance at a hospital av lzourt.

and

(b) Thecandidatehassubmittedsuffiicient work, leadingto at least50% of the total
marks &ailable in that subject and including atte¥nally assessed component.

23.3 If theforegoing conditionsarefulfilled, marksfor missing component(s) will be calculated
usinga procedurédasedn the candidatés marksfor completeccomponentandonthe
distribution of marks of other candidates in the same subject.
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VII D Special cases: academic infringements

Article 24: Definition of an academic infringement

TheBO recognizesthat work submitted by candidatesfor assessment may contravenethe standard
academiqracticeof clearlyacknavledgingall ideasandwordsof otherpersonsin casesvhere
thisis notdeemedy the final award committeeasa deliberateattemptby a candidatdo gain an
unfair advantage, this will be designated as an academic infringement and not malpractice.

Article 25: Applicable procedure

If thefinal awardcommitteedecideghatanacademidnfringementasbeenestablishediomarks
will beawardedfor thecomponenor part(s)of thecomponentThecandidatewill still beeligible
for agradein thesubjector IB diplomarequirementoncernedTheheadof schoolwill benotified
that this action has been &k The case will not be recorded as malpractice.

VIl E Special cases: malpractice

Article 26: Definition of malpractice

The IBO definesmalpracticeasbehaiour thatresultsin, or may resultin, the candidateor ary
othercandidategaininganunfair advantagan oneor moreassessmermomponentsMalpractice
includes the follaing.

(a) Plagiarismithisis defined astherepresentationf theideasor work of anothemperson
as the candidate ovn.

(b) Collusion:thisis definedassupportingmalpracticeny anothercandidateasin allowing
on€s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another

(c) Duplicationof work: this is defined asthe presentatiorof the samework for different
assessment components and/or IB diploma requirements.

(d) Any otherbehaiour that gainsan unfair advantagefor a candidateor that affectsthe
results of another candidate (for example, taking unauthorizedmaterial into an
examination room, misconduct during an examination, falsifying a CASrecord, disclosure
of informationto andreceiptof informationfrom candidatesaboutthe contentof an
examination paper within 24 hours after a writtegamination).

Article 27: Applicable procedure

27.1 TheschoolsDiplomaProgrammeoordinatomustinformthelBO if heor shesuspects
ary malpractican relationto acandidatéswork afterthework or aninternalassessment
mark has beensubmittedto IBCA. In such cases,or when an examiner suspects
malpracticetheschoolwill berequiredto conductaninvesticationandprovidethelBO
with relevant documentation concerning the case.

27.2 Candidatesuspectedf malpracticewill beinvited, throughthe coordinatoyto present
a written explanation or defence.

27.3 Casesf suspectednalpracticewill be presentedo the final award committee After
reviewing all evidencecollectedduring the investigation, the committeewill decide
whetherto dismisstheallegation,upholdit, or askfor furtherinvestigationsto bemade.
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27.4 If thefinal award committeedeemsavidenceof malpracticansufficient, the allegation
will be dismissed and a grade will beaxded in the normal ay:

27.5 If thefinal awardcommitteedecideghata caseof malpracticenasbeenestablishedno
gradewill be awardedin the subject(s)concernedNo IB diplomawill be awardedto
the candidate, but acertificate will be awarded for other subject(s) in which no malpractice
hasoccurredThecandidatevill be permittedto registerfor futureexaminationsatleast
one year after the session in which malpractias @stablished.

27.6 If acaseof malpracticeis very serious thefinal award committeeis entitledto decide
thatthe candidatewill not be permittedto registerfor ary future examinationsession.
If the candidatéhasalreadybeenfound guilty of malpractican a previous sessiorthis
will normally lead to disqualification from participation in any future examination session.

27.7 An IB diploma, or a certificate, may be withdravn from a candidateat ary time if
malpractice is subsequently established.

VIl Decisions of the final award committee

Article 28: Appeal

Decisions of theifial avard committee are not subject to appeal to another. body

Article 29: Reconsideration

An applicationfor reconsideratiotf a decisionby the final award committeemay be presented

to the committee in the light of wefactual @idence.To be admissible the application must be:
(@) filed by the candidate via the schsdDiploma Programme coordinator

(b) receved by the IBO from the schoolwithin three monthsof the dateof the original
decision by theihal avard committee

and

(c) containasummaryof thenew factsinvokedandbeaccompanietby ary evidencebeing
relied on.

IX Final provisions

Article 30: Governing law

Swisslaw governsthesegeneralregulationsandall otherprocedureselatingto the assessment
requirements.

Article 31: Arbitration

Any disputearisingfrom or in connectionwith thesegeneralregulationsshall be finally settled
by onearbitratorin accordancevith the Swiss Rules of International Arbitration of the Swiss
Chambers of Commerce. The seat of the arbitration shall be Geneva, Switzerland. The proceedings
shall be corfiential and the language of the arbitration shall be English.

10 © International Baccalaureate ganization 2006



Article 32: Entry into force and transitory rules

This versionshall comeinto force on 1 SeptembeR006 for May sessionschoolsor 1 January
2007for NovembersessiorschoolsThe IBO mayamendhesegenerakegulationsfrom time to

time. Eachamendedrersionappliesto all candidategnrollingin the Diploma Programmeafter
the date of entry into force of the amendedsion.

Genea, 1 May 2006
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