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I'm Megan Husted, 17, a Senior at Horizon High School, and I recently returned
from a two-week trip to Peru as one of ten baton twirlers from throughout the
United States selected to perform for the 59th Annual Celebration of Spring (59
Festival Internacional de la Primavera). We were sponsored by the Lions Club of
Trujillo, Peru. I am only the second baton twirler from Arizona selected since the
Lions Club of Trujillo began sponsoring twirlers for the Festival in 1965. We
performed at schools, orphanages, nursing homes, horse shows, arenas, and in
parades, culminating with a performance in a 5-mile parade in Trujillo. I presented
gifts from Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane to the President of the Regional
Government of Peru and theMayor of Trujillo, gifts of 100 eye glasses and 75
souvenir pins from the Lions Club Foundation of Arizona, and over 100 personal
souvenirs to children.
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My name is Mia Piciucco and I am a senior at Horizon. Through out my life I have had an infatuation for
performing. Ever since I was a baby, I have been singing and dancing for audiences, even if they consisted of
simply my parents and older brother. I grew up in dance classes and community theatre, and with the help of my
musical family, I have learned to play the guitar. When I was in 5% grade I saw my very first Broadway show in
New York, “Thoroughly Modern Millie”. From that moment on I knew that my passion in life was to be on stage.

In my years at Horizon, I have been extremely involved in the productions put on both by drama and
choir. My freshman year I was in the musical Footloose, playing a role in the Ensemble, continuing my junior
year in “Suessical the Musical”, as the Sour Kangaroo. I have been in the “Haunted House of Horrors” each year
being either in a scary room, or playing the role of a quirky guide. I am currently in Drama 7-8 and I am eager
about each performance and audition opportunity that comes my way.

I am currently the Head Choreographer for Horizon’s top choir, Step On Stage. Last year I earned my
spot as being the assistant choreographer. My freshman and sophomore years, I was part of the all girls show
choir, Show Divas, choreographing my second year. I have also been a part of the Broadway Under The Stars
Ensemble for the past two years. I cannot even begin to describe how thankful I am for these opportunities.

Being able to be a part of Horizon’s Arts programs has truly changed my life. I have met some of my
best friends that I’'m certain will stay with me forever. I have received leadership opportunities beyond
comparison, and I have learned more than my brain can bear to comprehend. Thanks to the outstanding teachers, I
have improved my skills as a singer, dancer, actress, and all around performer. Most importantly, however, is that
I have gotten the chance to experience the beauty and the thrill of being on stage. I have been handed the
opportunity to embrace this passion for all it’s worth. There is nothing more in this world a girl like me could ask
for.

When I’'m not performing, I am a full time yogi. I practice yoga weekly and it has made me who [ am
today. It has taught me to remain graceful under high pressure situations. It has shown me that love and peace
truly do conquer all things. Yoga is more than just a physical exercise, but a meditative escape. Within the next
few years I hope to travel the world and learn more about the practice and art.

I believe in love, and I believe in beauty. I think that dreams should be chased and that wishes should be
made. I believe that by creating peace, the world can come together and feel the divine light in our lives that
sometimes gets hidden among the ruckus. Bob Dylan said that, “A man is a success if he gets up in the morning
and gets to bed at night, and in between he does what he wants to do.” Live in love, create peace, and follow your
bliss.
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