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 DECEMBER 1, 2008 to JANUARY 31, 2009

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Written by Dr. Courson

I am proud to announce that Horizon High 
School has been named an Excelling School by 
the Arizona Department of Education for the 6th 
straight year.  This distinction is only given to 
those schools that have shown proficiencies 
significantly above state performance goals and 
for having a significant number of students 
exceeding standards on the AIMS test.  

This recognition is a tribute to the outstanding 
work of our staffÑboth teachers and support 
staffÑand our parents and students.  WeÕll 
continue to work in partnership with our 
community to provide the most rigorous, 
relevant and state of the art academic and extra 
curricular experiences for our students.  Our 
goal is to prepare our students with the 21st 
Century skills they will need for a successful 
future.  

Pictured left to right: Adam Scimeca, Zach 
Workman, Coach Keith Allen, Trevor Meiss, 
Michael Sanders, Derek Chappell, Dr. 
Courson, Coach Maryann Keever, Kyser 
Blakely, Kendall Fowler, Spencer Knight, 
Annika Jonsson, Brandt Wilson, Adam Oroc, 
Axel Olson, Erik Gjertsen, and on his way, 
Ryan Sadowski!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SWIM 
AND DIVE TEAM!

Written by Coach Allen

Horizon was well represented this year at the State 
Swimming and Dive Championships.  Boys were Runners-
up to TucsonÕs Rincon by a shavings 2.5 points!  Girls swam 
away with the Bronze!  Spencer Knight lead the boys with 
his 1st place finishes in the 200yd Dash and 100yd Fly.  The 
Boys 200 Free Relay made All-American Considerations 
with 1st place finishers: Axel Olson, Derek Chappell, Seth 
Bogen, and Spencer Knight.  Trevor Meiss placed 3rd in the 
100yd Fly.  Girls were lead by Annika Jonnson; 2nd in the 
200yd Individual Medley, Jessie Mohkami; 3rd in the 500yd 
Free, Elise Gidaro; 3rd in the 100yd Back, and Natalie Tukan 
who placed 3rd in the 100yd Breast Stroke.  Diving had great 
performances with Mike Bidak placing 2nd, Josh Bidak 
placing 3rd and Tori Braudaway placing 9th.  Other 
outstanding performances by Tommy Verley, Michael 
Sanders, Kim Plungis and Rachel Eynon. 
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They’re Baaaack!  
Horizon is pleased to 
have several alumni 
teachers on staff.  
Natalie Sobczak, a math 
teacher, Allison Law, an 
English teacher, Megan 
Miller, teaches resource, 

Phil Goldblatt, a student 
teacher in choir, and Tracey 
Lanese, a counselor for 
alphabet A-De.  Tracey 

recently attended a reunion(we wonÕt say which one) 
and had a great time.  She remembers Horizon fondly.  
Todd Parten, our fine arts teacher attended when 
Horizon first opened(1980).  He remembers lunch 

being served out of the bookstore because the cafeteria 
was not ready.  Some of his memories are having a 
mullet, the track being gravel, archery during P.E. 
class, lockers, backpacks were ÒnerdyÓ, and copies 
were made by a hand crank ditto machine.  Mrs. 
Woodward was his counselor and we are grateful to 
still have her on our campus.  The room Mr. Parten 
uses for his ceramics class is the same one that was 
used for woodshop. Mr. Parten appreciates what his 
teachers and coaches, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Williamson, Mr. 
Pierce, Mr. Hazen, and Mr. Wells, just to name a few, 
did for him when he was a Husky and Horizon is 
thrilled that he has come back.  It is a joy to have them 
all back.  Mr. Parten says, ÒIf I could change anything 
about my years as a student, it would have been to be 
more committed as a student and athlete.Ó

Non-Profit 
Community Flyers
Because we feel student work 
should be the emphasis of take-
home information, we have created 
an Òe-back-packÓ on the district 
Website to make flyers available to 
parents interested in the activities, 
programs and events being 
promoted by these non-profit 
organizations in our community.  
As a community service, the 
PVUSD Governing Board 
authorizes the distribution of 
information (flyers or other 
promotional material) of outside 
organizations that is intended 

solely to notify students and their 
parents of opportunities to 
participate in youth-related 
programs, activities or events that 
aim to improve the health, 
education or welfare of the 
students.  Flyers are organized in 
folders named for the month they 
are received and are available to 
view or print anytime.  Please note 
due dates and activity dates on the 
flyers. 

http://cmweb.pvschools.net/
siteweb.eBackPack.html

OPEN ENROLLMENT 
DEADLINE

December 1, 2008 is the deadline 
for  District-level applications to 
the District Office, located 15002 
N. 32nd Street.  Hours of operation 
are 7:30AM-5PM.  Applications 
will be available until 5PM.

Yearbook 
Information

You should have received a mailer 
regarding ordering information for the 
yearbook.  Information is posted on the 
website.  Yearbooks are available at 

www.jostensyearbooks.com. 
Option 1 - pay by credit card online at 
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com - 
personalization is available only online 
and only until December 31, 2008. 
Regular online orders will be available 
until March 31, 2009. 

Option 2 - pay by check or money 
order and submit to Horizon (no cash 
will be accepted). This information will 
be mailed out the week of September 
29. Cost is $75. When paying the 
school directly, you may purchase a 
basic book only. No personalization is 
available.

Pictured from left to end: 
Megan Miller, Natalie Sobczak, 
Todd Parten, and Tracey Lanese. 
Not pictured: Allison Law and 
Phil Goldblatt.

Welcome Back 

New Semester-January 5, 
2009

Students will report to 
their first semester, first 
hour class to receive their 
new schedule.  A bell will 
ring to dismiss students to 
their second semester class.   

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/siteweb.eBackPack.html
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/siteweb.eBackPack.html
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/siteweb.eBackPack.html
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/siteweb.eBackPack.html
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
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CLASSROOM NEWS, PROJECTS, EVENTS, AND 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
APPRENTICE BOARDROOM PROJECT 2008
Entrepreneurship/Marketing class develops the areas of marketing presented 
in Beginning Marketing class.  This course provides an excellent foundation 
for those interested in a career in a marketing field, business ownership or 
those interested in the Marketing Co-op during their senior year.  

A major event in December has students working hard.  It is the Apprentice 
Boardroom Project. Students must develop an invention and pitch to a board 
of business executives to determine which invention will be the one that is 
to be taken forward into development and into the marketplace.  Nolan 
Pienta, Brandon Edwards, and Jason Nevins are among three very excited 
young men to be a part of this Òvery business like,Ónetworking, and 
awesome, real-life situations program.Ó  This event relies upon business 
donations to continue.  If you are interested in making a donation for the 
2009 project, please contact Horizon at 602.449.6000 and ask for the 
Business Department.  

HORIZON PRIDE REGIMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

Percussive Arts Society Fall Festival- Rating-Excellent

Kellis Invitational -Ranking- Excellent

Goldwater Invitational-Ranking- Third Place

Agua Fria Invitational- Ranking- First Place

The Horizon Pride Regiment, under the direction of Jason Harrison, 
finished the season on November 8, 2008 at the Arizona Band and 
Orchestra DirectorÕs Association, Division II State Marching Festival.  The 
HPR was awarded a Superior Rating and an Outstanding Music 
Performance Caption for their performance of ÒPathwaysÓ.  This marks 
the fourth year the HPR has ended the season with a Superior Rating!

Pictured from left to right: Nolan 
Pienta, Jimmy Burdick, Jason Nevins, 
and Renee Roth.

Pictured from left to right: Varun 
Bhargava, Michael LaBelle and Andy 
Pettit.

Can Food Drive/ Turkey Bowl

During the month of November, Student Council held their first annual 
Turkey Bowl.  The event was held to gather food items to donate to St. 
MaryÕs Food Bank.  A total of 1,500 items were collected.  The winners 
of the donut party are:

Front office, security, athletic department and bookstore- 532

Congratulations also go to Mr. Mickelsen, Ms. Strang, Ms. Bird, Mr. 
Odiorne and Ms. Trueblood.  Thank you Horizon students, parents and 
staff.
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swimming anyone?

Written by Mariel Jacobs (Senior)

Apparently I've been called a Òuniquely dressing individualÓ which my outfits consist of clothes from Savers 
and T-shirts I've decorated myself; skirts of multiple colors, and a red hat with ears that I got at First Friday (an 
art and music gathering of people from all over that meet downtown the first Friday of every month).
I'm an artsy person. I love to paint. One day last year I was in art class and thought, "Hey, I've never used paint 
before! I'm gonna try it." What I discovered is that color flows from me like an endless and beautiful stream. 
The paint blends together and comes out of me, like my subconscious has taken over and I just sit and watch as 
gorgeous paintings appear before me.
I aspire to major in an art related field in college. Currently I hope to attend the Barrett Honors College at ASU. 
If not, maybe an art school or synchronized swimming school.
Oh yes, I am a synchronized swimmer. I practice in Mesa almost every day with the third best team in the 
country. What is synchronized swimming?  Synchronized swimming is the combination of moves (like dancing 
in the water) to music. It is a mix of never being allowed to touch the bottom of the pool, throwing people out of 
the water, conducting a series of leg movements upside-down completely synchronized, and boosting yourself 
out of the water. Teams are composed of groups of eight. Meets occur periodically nationwide and itÕs a year-
round sport.
Music illustrates the expression of my being. I listen to many types including:  Montreal, Radiohead, Akron/
Family, The Unicorns, Kimya Dawson, Elliott Smith, The Ruby Suns, and Eric Clapton. Music gives a mood to 
everything and portrays so much without any visuals. It stimulates the part of the brain associated with emotion 
and evokes so much intensity.
Every day I love to create. Life is a beautiful wonderland that we get to play in and enjoy. There are so many 
awesome people (and things) in the world. I love how everyone has a connection to each other. 

So yeah, thatÕs me.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December 4    Jostens Graduation Orders, Parent 
      Night, PM-7PM, Cafeteria

December 11    Choir Concert,7PM, $5, Auditorium

December 5    56th Street Players Comedy Show

      Showings at 7PM & 9PM, $5, G104

December 15    Band Holiday Concert, 7PM, 
      Auditorium

December 17 & 18   Final Exams, refer to handbook pg. 20

December 19    Teacher Work Day

December 22-January 2 Winter Break

January 5    Start of New Semester

January 13    Early Dismissal

January 14-15   Club Pictures, Auditorium Lobby, see 
      scrolling announcements for your club 
      time and day

January 16    Art Expo, 6PM-9PM, Auditorium, $1 

January 19    No School

January 20-23   Hoop-Coming Spirit Week

January 29    8th Grade Parent Night, 6PM, 
      Auditorium

January 30    65 Roses Talent Show


