
 
 
 
 

English – 4 credits 
English 1-2 
English 3-4 
English 5-6 
Senior English 
 

Social Studies – 3 credits 
World History and Geography 1-2   = 1 credit 
American History 1-2   = 1 credit 
Government    = ½ credit 
Economics    = ½ credit 

 
Science – 3 credits 

 
Mathematics – 3 credits 
 Algebra 1-2 = 1 credit 
 Geometry 1-2 = 1 credit 
 Algebra 3-4 = 1credit 

 
Physical Education – 1 credit 

  LIFE Concepts = ½ credit 
  PE Elective = ½ credit 
 

Fine Arts or Vocational Elective – 1 credit 
  One elective credit will be required in fine arts OR vocational education.  
  This one credit cannot be split between the two areas. 
 

Electives – 7 credits 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the school’s discretion, students scoring below the ninth grade level on a 
standardized reading test may be required to enroll in a reading class. 
 
According to current law, receiving a diploma is contingent upon passing the 
AIMS tests. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
A rank in the upper 25% of the class will provide entrance into an in-state university.  A 
minimum score on an SAT or ACT can also provide admission for a student.  Admission will 
be based on the grade point average of the 16 unit Board of Regents requirements, 
not the entire curriculum.  These 16 units are: 
 
 English – 4 credits 
  English 1-2 
  English 3-4 
  English 5-6 

 College Prep Senior English.  Choose from AP English 7-8, English 7-8,  
or Creative Writing. 

 
 Science – 3 credits 

Three laboratory sciences are required.  Two credits must be selected from 
Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Anatomy/Physiology, or Forensics.  
AP Biology and/or AP Chemistry could also fulfill the third year requirement.       

      
 Math – 4 credits 
  Math credit must include Algebra 1-2, Geometry 1-2, Algebra 3-4, and one year 
  beyond.  At Horizon this is Pre-Calculus. 
 
 World Language – 2 credits 
  Two years of the same World Language are required.  (Students finishing the  
  second year of a language in the 9th grade will have met this requirement.) 
  
 Social Studies – 2 credits 

Two credits are required, including one credit in American History and one credit in         
a high school social science class.  (The 3 credit high school graduation 
requirement in social studies meets the college prep requirement.) 

 
 Fine Arts – 1 credit 
  One credit in fine arts is required.   
     
 TOTAL – 16 REQUIRED CREDITS 
 
Students must earn a cumulative 2.0 in each subject area to meet the academic competency 
requirements.  A lower grade point average and/or an omission of a required class are considered 
deficiencies.  Students will not be admitted with a deficiency in both math and science nor is a student 
allowed two deficiencies in the same subject area, i.e. two deficiencies in math or two deficiencies in 
English.  
 
All deficiencies must be remediated during the first year at the university or through summer school or 
through community college. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
1. The Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) or Academic Plan lists required classes for each year of high school.  

A sample is provided in the back of this book.  Fill out the plan as best you can. Try to plan ahead. 
 
2. Plan on taking a four-year math program unless advised not to do so.  Do not break the sequence in math.  

It is strongly advised, especially for college bound students, to take a math in the senior year. 
 
3. Do not break the sequence in World Language. 
 
4. If you are attending an in-state college, a fine arts elective is required.  NOT ALL THE FINE ARTS 

ELECTIVES OFFERED AT HORIZON ARE ACCEPTED AT THE UNIVERSITY AS A FINE ARTS 
CREDIT.  Check with your counselor for the approved university fine arts classes. 

 
5. One elective credit in vocational education OR fine arts is required for high school graduation.  This credit 

cannot be split between these two areas.  The Counseling staff has a listing of what electives meet this 
requirement.  Most elective classes in Career and Technology Ed. or Visual Arts/Performing Arts will meet 
this requirement. 

 
6. Always read and save the "Course Catalog" given each year at registration time.  It is your complete source 

for course descriptions, and also lists district procedures and policies.  This catalog can also be found on 
Horizon’s website at http://cmweb.pvschools.net/hhsweb/ 

 
7. The high school system is based on the earning of credits.  Every class in which a student earns an A, B, C, 

or D grade earns credit.  Any class can be repeated for a better grade, but most classes cannot be repeated 
for credit once credit has been earned.  (Band, Chorus or Weights would be examples of exceptions.)  

 
8. The recommended grade for college is B or better.  D grades are considered deficiencies and should be 

remediated, especially in the required areas. 
 
9. If you are a college-bound student, start reading college admission requirements and plan your program 

accordingly.   
 
10. Students who are pursuing highly selective universities need to demonstrate depth in their high school 

program.  If you challenge yourself, you will be better prepared and your transcript will be more acceptable.  
Honors and AP classes are a way to demonstrate the seriousness of your academic studies. 

 
11. College admission personnel say that students place themselves at a disadvantage during the first year of 

college if they choose not to take a strong academic program for their senior year.   
 
12. It is imperative to work within timelines.  If you are going to do a college and scholarship search, you must 

allow time for these activities.  Your counselor can help you learn when to do what. 
 
13. Try to focus yourself in high school.  Develop talents and be a joiner in those activities that are self-

enhancing. 
 
14. Develop study skills and good time management techniques. 
 
15. The College and Career Center (CCC) is an excellent source of information on careers, universities, 

community colleges, technical schools, financial aid and scholarships.  Scholarship information and any 
pamphlets or periodicals we receive pertaining to careers or post-secondary education are available in the 
CCC.   

 
16. Become familiar and take advantage of the CCC.  This is your place to find information regarding colleges, 

scholarships, career interests and inventories. 
 
 



   
 
 
PLAN –  (PRACTICE ACT) – AMERICAN COLLEGE TESTING PROGRAM 

1. This test is a practice for the ACT.  It is offered to sophomores once in the fall. 
 
2. Test areas include:  English, Math, Reading and Science Reasoning.  It has an 

extensive Career Interest Inventory and a Study Skills component. 
 
3. Scoring is from 1-32 in each area with a composite or average score of all four areas. 
 
4. Scores are not sent directly to colleges.  By giving permission for their addresses to be 

used, students can receive information from colleges. 
 
5. Because the test is taken by sophomores, it can be used for high school planning. 
 
6. There is no penalty for guessing on this exam. 
 
7. Some types of calculators are permitted on the math section. 

 
PSAT -  (PRELIMINARY SAT, REASONING TEST) – THE COLLEGE BOARD 

1. The PSAT is taken once a year in October by all sophomores.  Any junior who wishes 
to retake the PSAT needs to see Kyle Vessell in the counseling department.  

 
2. The test areas are Critical Reading, Math and Writing Skills.  The Critical Reading 

section includes sentence completion and critical reading.  The Math section tests 
skills in arithmetic, algebra, and geometry.  The Writing Skills portion uses a multiple 
choice format and measures a student's ability to identify effective expressions in 
standard written English, to recognize faults in usage and structure, and to choose 
effective revisions.   

 
3. The PSAT is a "mini" SAT.  It is two hours and ten minutes long and consists of five 

sections: two 24-minute critical reading sections, two 25-minute math sections and 
one 30-minute writing skills section.   

 
4. Scoring is from 20-80 and comparable to the SAT combined score of 600-2400. 
 
5. An average score on the PSAT is 50. 
 
6. PSAT scores in the junior year are used for entry into the National Merit Scholarship 

Program.  Students must score in the 99th percentile and higher to advance in this 
program.  The Selection Index used by the National Merit Corporation is the sum of 
the three scores: Critical Reading + Math + Writing Skills and ranges from 60 to 240. 

 
7. Scores are not sent directly to colleges.  By giving permission for their addresses to 

be used, students can receive information from colleges. 
 
8. There is a penalty for guessing incorrectly on this test. 
 
9. Some calculators are permitted 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1. This test is appropriately taken for the first time in the spring of the junior year. 
 

2. Areas tested include: English (45 minutes), Math (60 minutes), Reading (35 minutes), 
and Science Reasoning (35 minutes). The English section tests punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and rhetorical skills (the style, strategy and organization of English).  
The Math section tests pre-algebra, geometry and trigonometry.  Students may use a 
calculator.  The Reading section includes passages in prose fiction, humanities, 
social sciences and natural science.  In the Science Reasoning section students must 
be able to understand basic concepts in science, examine relationships between 
information, draw conclusions or hypothesize, and generalize what is presented to 
gain new information.  The areas of biology, earth science, physics and chemistry are 
included.  There is also an optional 30-minute writing section. 

 
3. Students should check with colleges to determine if the writing section is required for 

admissions. 
 
4. The structure and design of the ACT is "curriculum based and achievement oriented." 

 
5. The scoring is from 1-36 in each of the four areas; a composite score is derived from 

these four.  (A composite score of 22 is the minimal requirement for an Arizona 
university.) 

 
6. A student can request to have the scores sent to four colleges as part of the 

registration fee. 
 

7. If you request to have your scores sent after you have taken the exam, ACT will 
always send your most recent scores.  If you want previous scores to be sent, you 
must request that test date specifically. 

 
8. The ACT is given six times a year and can be taken multiple times.  The scores take 

about four to five weeks to be processed. 
 

9. There is no penalty for guessing on the ACT. 
 

10. Horizon is not a test center.  The Counseling department has the registration packets.  
The registration and fee must be sent directly to ACT or students can register on-line 
at www.act.org by using a credit card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1. The SAT Reasoning Test is appropriately taken in the spring of the junior year.  
 
2. The SAT Reasoning Test includes Critical Reading, Math and Writing areas (three+  

hours). 
 

Critical Reading – includes sentence completion and reading passages.  The 
reading selections contain texts from science and history as well as humanities 
and literature.   
Math – includes arithmetic reasoning, algebra I and II, and geometry.  The test is 
designed to assess how well students understand math, how well they apply what 
they know to new situations, and how well they can use what they know to solve 
non-routine problems.  Some questions do not have multiple-choice answers.  Use 
of a calculator is permitted. 
Writing – includes multiple choice questions on usage and grammar and a 
student written essay. 
 

3. The scoring is from 600-2400 on the combined Critical Reading, Math and Writing 
sections.   

 
4. A student can request to have the scores sent to four colleges as part of the 

registration fee. 
 

5. If you request to have an additional score report sent to a college, all of your SAT 
scores on file at the time will be sent. 

 
6. The SAT is given six times a year and can be taken multiple times.  The score takes 

approximately four weeks to be processed. 
 

7. You lose a fraction of a point for questions answered incorrectly.  Random guessing is 
not advised. 

 
8. Horizon is not a test center.  The registration and fee must be sent directly to the 

College Board, or students can register on-line at www.collegeboard.com by using a 
credit card.  The registration forms are available in the Counseling office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

1. SAT Subject Tests are one hour exams in specific subject areas. 
 

2. The test dates are the same for the SAT Reasoning Test.  You cannot take the SAT 
Reasoning and Subject tests on the same test date. 

 
3. Some highly selective colleges request an SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Tests.  

Colleges request two or three Subject tests, one in math, and one or two tests of the 
student's choice.  There are some colleges that allow the ACT to replace the Subject 
Tests. 

 
4. You can take up to three SAT Subject Tests on any one test date. 

 
5. SAT Subject Tests are appropriately taken immediately after the student finishes the 

course work.  For example, if a student chooses to test in chemistry, the SAT Subject 
Test should be taken upon completion of that course in whatever year that occurs. 

 
6. The registration packet for the SAT Reasoning Test is the same as for the SAT 

Subject Tests. 
 
 
 

1. Always read the registration bulletin and take the practice test.  Familiarize yourself 
with the format and what is being asked.  Never go into a test "cold." 

 
2. Make sure you take the necessary materials to the test center site.  You must bring a 

picture ID for the SAT and the ACT exams.  Horizon requires a picture ID for the PSAT 
and the PLAN.  No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed.   

 
3. Save the information from the SAT and ACT registration packets.  Any addresses or 

phone numbers are listed that you may need later. 
 

4. All questions on the exams have the same value; easy questions receive the same 
credit as hard questions. 

 
5. Before taking a preparation class consider the time involved and the course content.  

Diligent preparation can improve your scores.  The best "coaching" for the SAT 
and the ACT is a demanding school program and a consistent attitude 
toward working hard.  Community Education offers prep classes for the PSAT and 
SAT. 

 
6. When planning to take college entrance tests, consider the length of time it takes to 

get scores.  Also allow time to retake tests should your scores not be to your 
satisfaction.  Allow time to take SAT Subject Tests, if they are required.  If you are 
applying for Early Decision or to the military academies, your application must be 
completed by November of your senior year, which necessitates spring or late winter 
testing in the junior year.  It is recommended that junior students who have 
completed geometry and chemistry take the SAT/ACT in the spring of the junior year.  
PLAN AHEAD. 



 

Comparing ACT and SAT  -  About the tests... 
ACT 

• Isn’t as long as the SAT 
• Fewer sections, potentially less stressful 
• Colleges take seriously as a substitute for SAT’s 
• Approx. 3 hrs. long 
• Overall score of 1-36 
• Comprised of four section. 
English: 75 questions,  

45 minutes, score of 1-36 
Sentence Structure, Grammar and Usage, Punctua-
tion and Rhetorical Skills 

Math: 60 questions 
        60 minutes, score of 1-36 
        Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry 
Reading: 40 questions 

 35 minutes, score of 1-36 
 Passage based on Prose Fiction, Social Science,  
 Humanities, Natural Science 

Science: 40 questions 
 35 minutes, score of 1-36 
 Charts and Graphs, Experiments,  
 Conflicting viewpoints 

Optional Essay: 30 minutes, subscore 2-12 (will account for 
1/3 of English/Writing score) Persuasive Essay 

 
 
  

SAT 
• Recently revamped the reading comprehension section 
• Added a writing section 
• Often used with scholarships/grants 
• Approx. 3 hrs. 45 min. 
• Overall score of 200-800, max. score of 2400 
• Comprised of three sections 
 
Critical Reading: 67 questions 

70 minutes, score of 200-800 
Reading Comprehension, Sentence Completions, Short 
Reading Passages 

 
Math:  54 questions 
            70 minutes, score of 200-800 
            Basic Arithmetic, Algebra I, II, Geometry 
 
Writing: 49 questions 
              60 minutes, score of 200-800 (subscores: essay  
              2-12, multiple choice 20-80) 

 Grammar, Persuasive Essay 

ACT 
 

• Offered six times per year 
• Five-section exam: English, Math, Reading, Science Rea-

soning, and Writing (optional) 
• The Experimental section is added to tests on certain 

dates only and is clearly experimental 
• Math: up to trigonometry 
• Science: charts and experiments 
• Reading: four passages, one each of Prose Fiction, Social 

Science, Humanities, and Natural Science 
• English: stresses grammar 
• Writing: persuasive essay (optional) 
• No penalty for wrong answers 
• 1-36 for each subject, averaged for a composite score 
• Scoring - 36 is the highest possible composite score 
• Not all the scores are sent to the schools.  There is a 

“Score Choice” option.  Students can choose which schools 
receive their scores and which scores the schools see. 

• Other uses other than college entrance – scholarships and 
certain statewide testing programs 

• Best time to register – at least four weeks before the 
test date 

 
ACT, Inc. 
319.337.1000 
ACTStudent.org 

 SAT 
 
• Offered seven times per year 
• Ten-section exam: three Critical Reasoning, three Math, 

three Writing, and one experimental (masked to look like a 
regular section) 

• Math:  up to basic geometry and Algebra II 
• Science:  none 
• Reading:  sentence completions, short and long critical 

reading passages, reading comprehension 
• Writing:  an essay, and questions testing grammar, usage, 

and word choice 
• Yes, there is a penalty for wrong answers 
• Scoring:  200-800 per section, added together for a com-

bined score, 2400 is the highest 
• All scores are sent to schools if a student requests a score 

report be sent to specific colleges, the report will include 
the scores the student received on every SAT test taken 

• Other uses other than college entrance – scholarships 
• Best time to register – at least six weeks before the test 

date 
 
Educational Testing Services (ETS) 
609.771.7600 
ETS.org 
CollegeBoard 
collegeboard.com 

Specific Comparisons ... 



 

 
• You did great on the PLAN or had a PSAT or SAT score 

inconsistent with your academic performance. 
• Your vocabulary is not as strong as your reading score, 

you read well and relatively quickly, it is three parts ver-
bal – English, Reading and Science, no knowledge outside 
of  what the test presents. 

• You are great at writing papers, but haven’t had formal 
grammar instruction, more a test of punctuation, sen-
tence and paragraph structure.  Students find it common 
sense and much like proof-reading. 

• You prefer to write essays that are argumentative, per-
suading with ideas even if you lack perfect recall of facts 
and figures, questions are asked about everyday issues in 
your life and school. 

• You fear you will choke under pressure. 
• Score choice, you may select your best score to be sent 

and to whom. 
• You are more academic than “test savvy”, the ACT is more 

curriculum-based and straightforward. 
• There is more advanced math but more likely similar to 

what was learned and encountered in school. 
• All of your friends AREN’T doing the ACT so  competition 

and comparing scores is less of an issue. 

  
• You did great on the PSAT test. 
• You have an outstanding vocabulary. 
• Your grammar is excellent.  The addition to the essay sec-

tion, the Writing section tests the deviation between stan-
dard written English and the way we actually speak the lan-
guage. 

• You find it easier to write an essay that uses illustrative 
examples rather than argumentative. 

• You are a quick-thinker, no matter how academic you are.  
The math section has some math reasoning, the reading sec-
tion depends on if you see things the same way the test-
makers see things; remember the test is called SAT Reason-
ing Test. 

• You are high-energy or impulsive.  There are nine sections 
and an essay.  This can feel long.  There are more stops and 
starts with the SAT which makes it feel like it is moving 
along faster. 

• All of your friends ARE doing it.  Some feel it is a rite of 
passage and common to do, for better or for worse.  High 
school wouldn’t be complete without it. 

The ACT may be better for you if:        The SAT may be better for you if: 

Guidelines for  
Correspondence Classes: 

 
Every year the counseling department re-
ceives questions about on-line or correspon-
dence classes.  The Paradise Valley District 
guidelines are as follows. 
 

All requests to take a class (online, corre-
spondence learning) out-
side of Horizon’s campus, 
must be approved by our 
administration.  All re-
quests must be in writ-
ing.  You may give your 
written requests to the ap-
propriate counselor; they 
will make sure administra-
tion receives it.  Once approval or de-
nial has been decided, the parent will 
be notified. 

 
The parent then contacts the resource, 

school or company they wish to com-
plete the class through. 

 

Proof of payment must be given to the 
appropriate counselor at Horizon. 

 
Students may not receive Horizon credit if 

the class is an honors class, they may 
only receive credit for a regular level 
class. 

 
Horizon is able to proctor mid-terms and 

finals in written form only, if the stu-
dent requests this. 

 
Periodically, Horizon is sent updates    

from the companies letting us know 
how many lessons have been com-
pleted, this is information only. 

 
Once the class has been completed and 

credit has been awarded to the stu-
dent, the student/parent must request 
the credit be sent to Horizon High 
School so that it may be added to the 
transcript.  Always follow up to make 
sure the process has been complete. 

 
 ** Credit will not be given if the  
      procedures have not been followed. 



Off Campus Learning Guidelines            
 
Every year the counseling department receives questions about on-line or 
correspondence classes.  The Paradise Valley Unified School District 
guidelines are as follows:  
  

 All requests to take a class (online or correspondence learning)  
  outside of Horizon’s campus must be approved by your  
  student’s counselor and/or administration.  

 All requests must be in writing.  The counseling office has a form  
  your student may pick up.   

 A student, parent, and counseling signature are required for  
approval.  Return the completed form to your counselor. Once 
approval or denial has been decided, the student or parent will 
be notified.  

 Honors credit will not be awarded for courses taken on-line or 
   by correspondence.  

 Proctoring of mid-terms and finals may be done in written form 
only at Horizon.  Contact the on-line company to find out where 
to have a test proctored. 

 Periodically, Horizon is sent updates from the companies  
  letting us know how many lessons have been completed, this 
  is information only.  
 

**Proof of payment must be given to the appropriate counselor at Horizon.  
 

 Distancia, Paradise Valley’s new on-line education has several  
  courses to offer.  HHS’s website and district’s website has  
  information and a flyer on this opportunity.   

 Students may sign up for Distancia courses through Community 
Ed. but it is recommended that you talk with your counselor to 
make sure you are signing up for the correct course. 

  
  
Once the class has been completed and credit has been awarded to the 
student, the student/parent must request the credit be sent to Horizon 
High School so that it may be added to the transcript; always follow up to 
make sure the process has been completed.  
  
 ** Credit may not be given if the procedures have not been followed. 
 
Updated 2/2008 
 
 



HIGH HONORS TUITION WAIVER 
 
 

Full State University Tuition Waiver for 1 year  
following high school graduation for students who meet  

the qualifications listed on page 3 
 

Renewable for an additional 3 Years based upon  
meeting University established criteria 

 
 

Amount Varies Based Upon Tuition Fees Charged by 
Each University  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit http://www.ade.az.gov/asd/tuitionwaiver for answers to 
the most frequently asked questions regarding this  

scholarship opportunity. 
 

2 

QUALIFICATIONS      
Effective with the Graduating Class of 2008 

 

In order to qualify for the tuition waiver, students must be a graduate 
of an Arizona high school, have Arizona residency and meet the  
following academic criteria: 
 

Part 1:   
 

Students must complete all 16 Core Competency Courses by 
graduation with a B* or better in each course OR AN  
ACCEPTABLE SCORE (SEE TABLE 1) ON THE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT (AP) TEST OR 4 ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE (IB) TEST FOR THAT SUBJECT AREA. 
(16 Core Competency Courses: 4 units English; 4 units Math; 3 units Lab Science; 
2 units Social Science; 2 units Foreign Language; and 1 unit Fine Arts, as defined 
by the Arizona Board of Regents Tri-University Admission requirements). 
 
* A "C" in a weighted course (Honors or Advance Placement course) does not 
convert to a "B". The grade is as reflected  on the student's transcript. 
. 

AND 
Part 2: 

 

Students must meet at least one of the following  
academic requirements: 

 
 Option 1:  Cumulative GPA of 3.50  IN THE  16 CORE  
             COMPETENCY COURSES on  an un-weighted 4.00 scale   
                           OR FOR THOSE DISTRICTS WHICH USE A 5.00   
                           SCALE FOR IB/AP/HONORS COURSES, AN  
                           EQUIVALENT  GPA ON A WEIGHTED SCALE THAT           
                           MEETS OR EXCEEDS THE VALUE IN TABLE 2.  

Option 2:   Class Rank:  Student is in the top 5% of their high  
 school graduating class. 

 
AND 

Part 3: 
 

Students must meet at least one of the following assessment 
options: 

 
Option 1:     EXCEED Standards on all 3 of the AIMS HS Tests 
 
Option 2:   EXCEED Standards on 2 of the AIMS HS Tests 

and MEET Standards on 1 of the AIMS HS Tests. 
Additionally, they would either need to receive a 
minimum score of 3 on two Advanced Placement 
tests or a minimum score of 4 on two International 
Baccalaureate exams.        

* Class of 2009, Spring junior year is the last time to retest to exceed. 



 
 
 

 
There are a number of tech prep programs taught at Star Tech Professional Center located at 
the Paradise Valley High School campus.  Technical preparation is open to all students in the 
Paradise Valley School District.  Classes are for all grade levels of students.  The intent is to 
continue through each level of the course. 
 
The categories of technical classes offered include: 
  

Industrial Technology 
• Graphic Design 
• Photography 
• Desktop Publication 
• TV Production 
• Woodworking 
• Drafting SMHS 
• Drafting Star Tech 
• Automotives 
• Manufacturing Technology 
• Engineering  

Family and Consumer Science 
• Fashion Design and Merchandising 
• Culinary Arts 
• Child Development Preschool 
• Ed Practicum 

Agriscience 
Infotechnology 

• Business/Info Tech 
• Accounting 
• Marketing and Entrepreneurship 
• Computer Science 

Public Safety 
Health Care 
 

For specific classes, check the course catalog.  Most of these technical classes have 
prerequisites and are taught in two hour blocks.  The course work covers in-depth, focused, 
hands-on training so students are industry-ready by graduation.  Some of the pre-requisites are 
offered in summer school as well. 
 
Business Internship Co-op 
 
The Horizon school-to-work program, Business Internship Co-op, provides an opportunity for 
students to receive two credits: one credit for the class and one credit for a job.  Students should 
see any CTE teacher for more information.  There are pre-requisites for this class. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
FRESHMAN YEAR 
  

1. Start your freshman year with the understanding that every class you take is important and 
"counts." 

2. Familiarize yourself with what is available for your use on campus for high school and post 
high school planning.  College and career information is available in the counseling 
department and the College and Career Center (CCC). 

3. Read your course catalog and learn how the high school system works. 
4.      Sit down with your parents and your counselor to work on your Academic Plan. 
5. Talk to people who have careers in which you are interested. 
6. Stop by the counselor’s office and get to know your counselor. 

 
SOPHOMORE YEAR 
 

1. Take the PLAN test for sophomores, especially if you are college bound.   
2. Review your Academic Plan with your counselor and make adjustments based on your 

freshman year. 
3. Take advantage of college visitation days and nights if you are college bound.  Gather 

information on schools and visit college campuses whenever you can to get a "feel" for 
college life. 

4. Remind your parents to attend informational meetings such as Sophomore Seminars 
designed specifically for sophomore parents. 

5. Take the PSAT in October as a practice.   
6. Stop by the counselor’s office and get to know your counselor. 
 

JUNIOR YEAR 
 

1. Continue your college search.  Use the available resources on campus.  Check with your 
counselor early in the year and keep him/her informed.  Use your counselor in your decision 
making.  Become familiar with the College and Career Center (CCC). 

2. Write for information on colleges and programs in which you may be interested.  
3. If you are interested in a scholarship, start your search this year.   
4. Refer to the Opportunities Galore!, a scholarship booklet published by Horizon Counseling.  

Review the ScholarshipShorts as they are posted.  Family Connections also offers 
scholarship information. 

5.    Investigate financial aid on the "outside" – parent's work, religious affiliations, professional 
groups, etc. 

6. Take the PSAT in October if you are college bound. 
7. Review your four year plan and make adjustments. 
8. Understand that you must have your GPA where you want it by the end of your junior year 

(sixth semester). 
9. Take SAT/ACT exams in the spring.  (Registration packets are in the counseling office.)  

Students register on-line.  Plan on taking the SAT Subject Tests if necessary. 
10. Develop an effective resume. 
11. Go to College and Career Fairs and talk with representatives.  Make your contacts with 

admissions personnel. 
12. Attend "College Night for Juniors" with your parents. 
13. Meet with college representatives when they visit Horizon. 
14. Stop by the counselor’s office and get to know your counselor. 

 
 
 



 
SENIOR YEAR 

 
1. Maintain a strong academic schedule senior year.  We encourage seniors to take math. 
2. If you are pursuing the military, make contact with the recruiters. 
3. Prepare a resume.  (The Counseling office maintains information on how to write resumes.) 
4. If pursuing college, refine your college search to four to six schools. 
5. Start to write your applications early in your senior year.  Be aware of early decision 

deadlines, if selecting that option. 
6. Write necessary essays, proofreading all final work several times. 
7. Speak to the people from whom you want a recommendation.  Give them a resume.  Allow 

at least two weeks for the letter to be completed. 
8. Arrange for official transcripts to be sent to the colleges of your choice by signing the 

transcript book in the Counseling office. 
9. Proofread your college application. 
10. Proofread it again. 
11. Make sure all written papers representing you are impeccable. 
12. Complete all applications to college in the first semester of your senior year. 
13. Understand that your deadlines are not other people's deadlines.  You must consider other 

people when filing your applications.  Requesting secondary school reports, writing 
recommendations, and sending transcripts all require time.  The school and its personnel 
are dealing in volume. 

14. Go to In-State College Night, if appropriate.  Talk to college personnel about financial aid 
and scholarships, if interested. 

15. In October, November or December retake the SAT/ACT exams, if necessary.  Take the 
SAT Subjects Tests, if required.  (The registration packets are in the Counseling hallway.)  
Students register on-line.  Testing should be complete by December. 

16. Refer to Opportunities Galore!, a scholarship source published by Horizon Counseling, 
Family Connection, and use the Scholarship File.  Obtain the current applications for the 
scholarships you identify as interesting.  This activity will be ongoing.  Make it a routine to 
keep checking the file. 

17. Apply for financial aid after January, using the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid).  This form is available in Counseling.  Attend Financial Aid Night with your parent in 
January. 

18. Some out-of-state colleges require the CSS Profile. This is a supplement to the FAFSA but 
is completed in the fall of the senior year. 

19. In the spring, arrange to visit the campus of the college you have selected, if you have not 
already done so. 

20. Follow all directions from admissions carefully.  Meet the deadlines.  Make copies of 
everything you send.  Keep a record of all phone conversations and the name of the person 
to whom you speak. 

21. Do not be timid in calling the various undergraduate offices if you have questions or 
concerns.  You won't be a pest.  College personnel should be available for you.  They 
understand that selection and admission to college are big steps in your life. 

 



To access pOGB, do the following steps: 

 
1. Go to https://hhspogb.pvusd.k12.az.us 
2. Enter username and password (Your student will receive this 

information a couple of weeks after school starts.) 
Or        

1. Go to Horizon High School’s website at 
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/hhsweb/ 

2. Click on pOGB just below the Horizon Husky paw 
3. Enter username and password (Your student will receive this 

information a couple of weeks after school starts.) 
 

*** Click on everything in blue for more detailed information.  A very detailed list 
of assignments, the grades, and due dates will be there, (similar to PowerSchool 
for those of you that are familiar with that web-based grading system).   

 
 
To access Horizon’s website: 

 
1. Go to http://cmweb.pvschools.net/hhsweb/ 
2. Once there, you can access an individual teacher’s website or 

schoolnotes.com  
 teacher’s website may list homework assignments, tests, 

important information needed, etc. 
 schoolnotes.com may list homework assignments.                

To access:  
- enter HHS’s zip code, 85254  
- click on Horizon 
- click on the teacher’s name 

https://hhspogb.pvusd.k12.az.us/
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/hhsweb
http://cmweb.pvschools.net/hhsweb


Family Connection: Naviance Web-based planning and advising system   
 

Family Connection:  Student and Parent 
 share resume and game plan 
 4 Year Plan – Academic Plan 
 complete surveys 
 track deadlines 
 registration online 
 keep journal entries 
 receive communication through counseling 
 compare colleges, college visits, gather college information 
 search for scholarships 
 career inventories, link to Dept. of Labor 
 Course Catalog 

 
Specifics: 

 Student account 
o pOGB user name and pOGB external password 

 My Profile  
o Current demographic information 

 My Resume 
o counselors and colleges see all about you 
o activities, awards 

 Game Plan 
o goals after high school 

 My Personality Type 
o self discovery assessment - Do What You Are  
o right career path 

 College Search 
o matches colleges w/ student 
o compare, graph and view college information 
o sign up for college visits 

 Careers 
 Summer Programs 
 Learning Styles 

 
Tips: 

 visit the website often 
 explore on your own 
 keep journal entries 
 update Academic Plan 
 check for underclassman scholarships 
 careers 
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High School Diploma 

Minimum
In-State University 

Competencies 
English 4 Credits 4 Credits  

(College Prep-Literature based) 
 

Social Studies 3 Credits 
(1 World History/Geography) 
(1 American History) 
(½ Government) 
(½ Economics) 
 

2 Credits 
(American History + one other) 

Math 3 Credits  
(Algebra 1-2, Geometry 1-2, & Algebra 3-4) 

4 Credits 
(Algebra 1-2, Geometry, Algebra 3-4, 
&                  Pre-Calculus) 

Science 3 Credits  3 Lab Credits 
(Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry or 
Physics) 

World Language   2 Credits 
(2 credits of the same language) 
 

Fine 
Arts/Vocational 
Elective 
 

1 Credit of either 1 Credit of Fine Arts 
 
 

Physical 
Education 
 

½ Credit LIFE Concepts 
½ Credit PE elective 

   
 

Electives 7 Credits No specific requirements, 
must have a diploma 
 

Total Credits 22 Credits  16 Core Classes 
 

 

 
Current state law requires that students must pass AIMS tests in order to graduate. 
 
 
revised 2008-09 school year 



 
 
 
Student’s Name ___________________________________     Date ______________________ 
 
 
Freshman Year – 1st Semester 
 
  English 1 ___________________ 
  Math ______________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Life Concepts _______________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
Freshman Year – 2nd Semester 
 
  English 2 ___________________ 
  Math ______________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  PE activity class _____________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
  Summer school ________________ 

 
Sophomore Year – 1st Semester 
 
  English 3 ___________________ 
  World History & Geography _____ 
  Math ______________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
Sophomore Year - 2nd Semester 
 
  English 4 ___________________ 
  World History & Geography _____ 
  Math ______________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
  Summer school _______________ 

 
Junior Year – 1st Semester 
 
  English 5 ___________________ 
  American History _____________ 
  Math ______________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
Junior Year – 2nd Semester 
 
  English 6 ___________________ 
  American History _____________ 
  Math ______________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
  Summer school _______________ 

 
Senior Year – 1st Semester 
 
  Senior English _______________ 
  Gov’t or Econ ________________ 
  Math ____________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 
Senior Year – 2nd Semester 
 
  Senior English _______________ 
  Gov’t or Econ ________________ 
  Math ____________________ 
  Science ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
  Elective ____________________ 
 

(Students must take a 
minimum of 4 credits) 

 
 
 
 

 
AIMS Reading _____ 
AIMS Writing ______ 
AIMS Math ______ 
 

 
AIMS _____   _____ 
AIMS _____   _____ 
AIMS _____   _____ 

 
AIMS _____   _____ 
AIMS _____   _____ 
AIMS _____   _____ 

 
Diploma Requirements:       In-State University Core Requirements:  

English 1-2 – 1 credit  Government – ½ credit    English – 4 credits 
 English 3-4 – 1 credit  Economics – ½ credit Social Studies – 2 credits 
 English 5-6 – 1credit American History – 1 credit Math – 4 credits 
 Senior English – 1 credit World History & Geography – 1 credit Science – 3 lab credits 
 Math – 3 credits Science – 3 credits World Languages – 2credits 
     Algebra 1-2 PE – ½ credit Life Concepts Fine Arts – 1 credit 
     Geometry 1-2        ½ credit PE activity 
     Algebra 3-4 Elective Classes – 7 credits 
 Fine Arts or Vocational Ed – 1 credit 
     22 Credits 
 
NOTE: As a general rule, the fine arts requirement can be fulfilled through courses in Fine Arts or Performing Arts. If the student chooses to complete this requirement with 
vocational courses, this credit can be fulfilled through courses in CTE (Career & Technical Education). The one credit requirement must be EITHER fine arts credit OR vocational, not 
a combination of both. 
 
ACADEMIC GOAL ______________________________ POST SECONDARY GOAL(S) ______________________________________ 
 
Current state law requires that students must pass AIMS tests in order to graduate. 
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